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Bill To Simplify 
Customs Delayed 


The bill to simplify U. S. customs 
administration in various respects, 
which had passed the House in Octo- 
ber 1951, did not reach the Senate 
floor for action before the adjournment 
of Congress early in July 1952. 


The original Customs Simplification 
Bill was introduced into Congress on 
May 1, 1950. It was based upon the 
recommendations of a firm of manage- 
ment specialists that had studied the 
operation of the whole customs service, 
as well as upon the experience of cus- 
toms officials and suggestions from the 
trade. The House of Representatives 


adopted an amended version of the 
bill on October 15, 1951. 
The Senate Finance Committee 


opened ‘hearings on the House bill 
(H.R. 5505) during the latter part of 
April 1952. The Committee was, how- 
ever, unable to complete its action on 
the bill before the adjournment of the 
82nd Congress, and announced its in- 
definite deferment. 


Concessions on Cordage 
Imports Under Inquiry 


The U. S. Tariff Commission’on July 
11, 1952, instituted an investigation to 
determine whether the concession 
granted for imports of cords and twines 
of manila (abaca), sisal, henequen, or 
other hard fiber under the Trade Agree- 
ments Extension Act of 1951 (Public 
Law 50, 82nd Congress) is causing or 
threatening serious injury to the do- 
mestic hard cordage industry. 

The investigation is the seventeenth 
to be instituted under section 7, the so- 
called “eseape clause” of this Act, since 
the present form of the section was 
adopted in 1951. It follows an applica- 
tion for such an investigation with re- 
spect to hard fiber wrapping twine filed 
July 7, 1952, in behalf of the Cordage 
Institute of New York City and others. 

Section 7, as revised June 16, 1951, 
directs the Tariff Commission, upon re- 
quest or on its own motion, to deter- 
mine whether any product upon which 
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Increased Motorcycle 
Import Duty Rejected 


Imports into the United States 
of motorcycles and parts will re- 
main dutiable at the present rates, 
under a decision of the U. S. 
Tariff Commission Jurie 16. In the 
Commission’s judgment, no suffi- 
cient reason exists for recom- 
mending to the President an in- 
crease in duties under the provis- 
ions of section 7 of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act of 1951. 


The decision is the result of an 
“escape clause” investigation con- 
ducted by the Commission to de- 
termine if motorcycle parts were 
not being imported in such quan- 
tities as to cause or threaten se- 
rious injury to the domestic indus- 
try producing like or directly 
competitive products. 

The decision is of special inter- 
est to the United Kingdom. The 
British Government in a note to 
the Department of State on April 
9 expressed concern over the 
growing number of applications 
by United States industry for re- 
lief under the “escape clause” pro- 
cedure. Motorcycles and parts 
were cited in the aide memoire as 
one of the important items direct- 
ly affecting the United Kingdom’s 
dollar-earning export trade. The 
United Kingdom has been the 
principal supplier of motorcycles 
imported into the United States. 














a concession has been granted under a 


trade agreement is, as a result of its 
customs treatment, being imported into 
the United States in such increased 
quantities, either actual or relative, as 
to cause or threaten serious injury to 
the domestic industry produc:ig like or 
directly competitive products. If serious 
injury is being caused or threatened, 
the Commission is to recommend to the 
President the withdrawal or modifica- 
tion of the concession, or the establish- 
ment of an import quota, to the extent 
and for the time necessary to prevent 
or remedy such injury. If the President 
does not take such action within sixty 
days after the Commission reports on 
its findings, he is to report his reason 
for not doing so to the appropriate 
House and Senate committees. 


Duty Suspensions on 
Scrap Extended 


The suspension of U. S. duties and 
import taxes on scrap metal, other than 
lead scrap, is to continue in effect for 
another year, through June 30, 1953, 
under a bill passed by the 82nd Con- 
gress and signed by the President on 
July 14 (Public Law 535). Duties are 
restored on lead scrap. 


Because of domestic shortages of 
metal scrap for use by American metal 
processing plants, successive Acts of 
Congress have suspended the collection 
of duties or import tax on scrap metals 
almost continuously since March 1942, 
with the exception of the period from 
July 1949 through September 1950, 





Export Licenses for 
Steel Are Extended 


All export licenses covering steel 
products, expiring on or after June 2, 
1952, are automatically extended for 90 
days after the end of the steel strike, 


This blanket extension applies to li- 
censes for all steel products identified 
by the processing codes STEE and 
TNPL on OIT’s “Positive List,” whether 
or not the exporier’s source of supply 
was directly affected by the current 
work stoppage. 

OIT has taken this step in order to 
deal quickly and uniformly with the 
problem of licenses expiring since the 
steel strike began on June 2 and, at the 
same time, to assure that steel] products 
already scheduled for export production 
would not be dropped from the sched- 
ules of struck mills by producers on the 
technicality that export licenses covers 
ing the shipments have expired. 

This action, it was explained, must 
be regarded as an interim measure. 
Further measures may be taken when 
the strike ends, and conditions at that 
time as they affect the export trade can 
be fully appraised. For example, OIT 
will later announce a finding as to the 
precise date selected as the termina- 
tion date of the strike, upon which the 
90-day extension will be based. 


The extension affects only the life of 


the export license, and does not relate 
to CMP allotments. 
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U. S. Exports to Germany 
Set New All-Time Record 


The total volume of West German trade in the first quarter 1952 
decreased slightly from the previous quarter. Exports, which normally 
show a seasonal decline at the beginning of the year, totaled $948,000,000 
in the first quarter 1952, 1.4 percent less than in the preceding quarter. 


The index of average export prices, 
based on 1950, went up from 129 to 132, 
which means that the volume of exports 
dropped by about 3 percent below the 
previous quarter. Almost 70 percent of 
total German exports went to the OFEC 
countries and their oversea territories 
and the other 30 percent went to coun- 
tries not participating in the OEEC. 

Total imports in the first quarter of 
1952 were $1,030,000,000 or 12.3 percent 
higher than in the last quarter of 1951. 
The index of average prices, based on 
1950, rose from 128 to 132, so that the 
volume of imports increased by only 9.5 
percent. OEEC countries delivered 48 
percent of the imports. 


Exports to the Western hemisphere 
declined by $16,000,000, while imports 
from that area rose by $45,000,000 dur- 
ing the quarter. Declining demand and 
the payments difficulties of many Latin 
American countries contributed to this 
development. 


In spite of the restrictions on imports 
imposed by the Sterling and Franc 
areas, Germany had a $144,000,000 ex- 
port surplus in trade with the OEEC 
area during the quarter. This higher 
figure was primarily due to import 
liberalization by Italy, Sweden, Belgo- 
Luxembourg and Denmark, which com- 
pensated for the $24,000,000 decrease in 
exports to Sterling and Franc areas. 
German imports from the Sterling and 
Franc areas in the quarter increased by 
$26,000,000, 

Trade with the United States was 
marked by the extraordinarily high im- 
port figure of $222,000,000 in the quar- 
ter. This exceeded the previous peak in 
the last quarter of 1951 by $34,000,000. 
Imports of coal from the United States 
accounted for about $70,000,000 of the 
total figure. Exports to the United 
States of $56,600,000 were $2,000,000 
less than in the preceding quarter and 
$11,200,000 below the figure for the 
third quarter of 1951. 


In first quarter of 1952, the main ex- 
port items were machinery ($183,000,- 
000), electrotechnical products ($53,000,- 
000), iron ware ($60,000,000), and coal 
($51,000,000). Main items imported were 
cotton ($88,000,000), coal $(71,000,000), 
coarse grains ($68,000,000), bread grains 
($66,000,000) and edible oilseeds $52,- 
000,000). Decreases in chemicals, tex- 
tiles, and metal products were chiefly 
responsible for the general export de- 
cline, Exports of machinery and iron 
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and steel continued to increase. 

Import increases were chiefly confined 
to cotton, wool, crude oil, coarse grains, 
and oilseeds. Imports of bread grains 
and coal went down. 





U. S. Scientific Wares 
Attract Italian Buyers 


Italy is currently importing a 
wide variety of specialized scien- 
tific equipment from the United 
States as well as from certain 
European countries. 


This equipment includes elec- 
tronic “brains,” spectrophotome- 
ters, electronic microscopes, and 
specialized instruments for medi- 
cal research. The equipment will 
be used for a number of Govern- 
ment and private projects. Users 
include the Central Institute of 
Statistics, the Ministry of Post 
and Telecommunications, and the 
civil airlines. 

The purchasing program is to 
be completed within the next. 2 
years. About half of the equip- 
ment, costing more than $7,160,- 





000, has already arrived in Italy. 








Italy's Merchant Fleet Grows 


The Italian merchant marine fleet has 
now reached a total of 3,114,000 tons. 
The attainment of this high level was 
recently announced by the Italian Mer- 
chant Marine Minister. Italy is now 
constructing or will soon begin the con- 
struction of 95,000 additional tons of 
merchant ships. Legislation is now 
pending before the Italian Parliament 
which would make possible the con- 
struction of 250,000 tons of tankers. In 
1938 the Italian merchant marine fleet 
totaled about 3,400,000 tons. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Netherlands Outlook 


Continues Favorable 


The Netherlands surplus with the Eu- 
ropean Payments Union amounted to 
$11,200,000 in May; because of its cu- 
mulative creditor position in the Union, 


the country was entitled to receive 
$5,600,000 of this surplus in gold. Gold 
holdings and net foreign exchange re- 
serves reached 2,534,000,000 guilders (1 
guilder = US$0.263) on June 3. Deposits 
in the savings banks of Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, and The Hague increased by 
1,800,000 guilders during the month. 


Although male unemployment de- 
clined seasonally by 16,000, there were 
113,684 men unemployed at the end of 
May, or 50,000 more than in May of 
last year. 

Under the new unemployment insur- 
ance program which went into effect on 
July 1, employers and employees are to 
contribute 2 percent each as premium 
payments. To compensate workers for 
their contribution, the Government has 
authorized a 2 percent wage increase. 
For the employer, the total additional 
wage cost amounts to 3 percent, made . 
up of the 2 percent wage increase and 
a 2 percent employer contribution to 
the unemployment insurance fund (a 
total of 4 percent), less a 1 percent re- 
duction in social security taxes’ granted 
by the Government. 


During May 1,300 seagoing merchant 
vessels (aggregating 2,163,678 net reg- 
istered tons) entered the port of Rot- 
terdam, compared with 1,138 ships (1,- 
927,845 tons) during May 1951. As the 
result of a decrease in coal imports 
from the United States, only 28 Ameri- 
can vessels entered the port in May 
compared with 45 in April. 


Fruits and vegetables, for the most 
part, were 1 to 2 weeks ahead of last 
year. However, with sunshine 8 per- 
cent above normal and rainfall 20 mm. 
below normal for May, farmers were 
concerned over the possibility of a se- 
rious drought causing damage to late- 
sown spring crops. Hail early in June 
resulted in 500,000-600,000 guilders 
damage to fruit and some unestimated 
damage to field crops. 





Cuban Budget Approved 


A government budget amounting to 
$234,069,755.62 for the fiscal year 
1952-53 was approved by the Council of 
Ministers and given effect by degree 
law No. 185 of June 28, published in 
the Official Gazette of June 30, 1952. 
Major expenditures include $6 million 
for debt service; $36 million for public 
works; $5 million for agriculture; $83 
million for education; $21 million for 
health and social assistance; and $56 
million for national defense, 
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Paraguay Combats Downward Trend 


The economic-financial situation in Paraguay continued to deterio- 
rate in June. The shortage of foreign exchange restricted the importa- 
tion of many essentials, thereby creating artificially high prices for im- 
ported goods already in short supply. Emergency exchange rates were 
established for imports on June 21, but since no new rates were an- 
nounced for exports, sales abroad came to a virtual standstill as ex- 
porters awaited the establishment of more favorable export exchange 


rates. 

The International Monetary Fund 
Mission which arrived in May, at the 
invitation of the Bank of Paraguay, to 
suggest means for relieving the present 
dollar shortage and realigning foreign 
exchange rates, left in June after sub- 
mitting its recommendations. Pending 
final study of these recommendations 
by the National Council for Economic 
Coordination, the Bank of Paraguay 
established new emergency import rates 


effective June 21. A rate of 15 guaranies 
per dollar was established for Group I 
(essential) imports to replace the pre- 
vious rate of 6 guaranies per dollar, and 
a rate of 21 guaranies per dollar re- 
placed the previous rate of 9 guaranies 
per dollar for Group II (less essential) 
imports. Special treatment was provided 
for a few items. Wheat and flour im- 
ports authorized before June 21 will 
enter at a rate of 6 guaranies per dollar; 
the rate for petroleum products was 
fixed at 9 guaranies per dollar; but 
government agencies will continue to 
use the rates of 6 or 9 guaranies per 
dollar depending on the rate indicated 
on the exchange contract. Imports from 
Argentina will be admitted at a rate of 
140 guaranies per 100 Argentine pesos, 
instead of the previous multiple rate 
system, which ranged from 64.23 to 180 
guaranies per- 100 Argentine pesos. New 
rates of exchange for exports have not 
as yet been announced and no changes 
occurred in the official free market rate 
of 30 guaranies per dollar. This market 
at present is virtually inoperative. 


Flight of Capital 


The value of the guarani continued 
to deteriorate in the black market. At 
the beginning of June the guarani 
opened at a high of 40 guaranies per 
dollar, quickly dropped to 48, which was 
also the average for the month, and 
touched a low of 54 shortly after the 
announcement of the new exchange 
rates for imports, on June 21. Imports 
of automobiles and trucks which were 
authorized by the Bank of Paraguay 
with “own exchange” or, in other words, 
with exchange purchased in the black 
market, together with some flight of 
capital, appeared to be mainly respon- 
sible for the devaluation of the guarani 
in the black market. 


The statement of the Bank of Para- 
guay shows that the monetary issue 


4 


at the end of April rose 44,000,000 guar- 
anies, or 12 percent over the preceding 
month. It was expected that a further 
increase of about 35,000,000 guaranies 
over April would be registered in May. 
This large increase in the monetary 
issue was attributed largely to the fact 
that some ,80,000,000 guaranies were 
required for the purchase by the Gov- 
ernment, of cotton from local farmers 
at floor prices, which were too high to 
interest regular exporters. 


An attempt will probably be made 
to reduce the circulation after the cot- 
ton is sold abroad and the exchange is 
sold for local currency. In the mean- 
time, insufficient dollar reserves to 
meet current outstanding commitments 
forced the Bank of Paraguay to with- 
draw from the International Monetary 
Fund the amount of $875,000, or 25 per- 
cent of Paraguay’s membership quota. 


Foreign Trade Limited 


Because of the shortage of foreign 
exchange, imports of most consumer 
goods continued to be severely restricted 
during June. As a result, the shortage 
of all types of consumer goods, espe- 
cially hand tools, fencing wire, construc- 
tion materials, and spare parts for 
machinery, became more acute. 


Import applications were accepted by 
the Bank of Paraguay for certain im- 
ports from Yugoslavia, primarily agri- 
cultural tools, canned vegetable prod- 
ucts, chemicals, and paints. Other 
imports of food items were authorized 
from Spain, France, and Uruguay, and 
a small amount of truck and automobile 
tires and tubes from the United States. 
Critical commodities imported in June 
included 10,000 metric tons of United 
States wheat and, also, substantial 
wheat and flour shipments from Uru- 
guay. In addition, contracts were made 
for further shipments of 10,000 metrie 
tons of wheat from the United States, 

The city light and power company, 
ANDE, placed an order for 20 passenger 
busses with the German Mercedes Benz 
company to supplement its streetcar 
transportation service. 

Exports, which moved slowly through- 
out the early part of June, were com- 
pletely paralyzed at the month’s end, 
in view of the fact that more favorable 
export rates of exchange were not 
established at the time the new import 
rates were announced on June 21 (with 
the exception of cotton which, because 


of the urgent need for foreign exchange, 
was exported by the Bank of Paraguay 
at a loss). 


Exports of lumber dropped drastically 
because of a lack of demand in the 
Argentine market. Uruguay, the only 
other country which purchases Para- 
guayan lumber, is a small market and 
can absorb but a portion of normal 
Paraguayan production. Considerable 
hardship will result in the form of un- 
employment should lumber exports fail 
to start moving in the near future. 


Agricultural Program Started 


The minimum agricultural production 
plan for 1952-53, as announced under 
a decree of June 11, 1952, requires the 
planting of 882,000 acres of 12 principal 
crops, mainly corn, mandioca, cotton, 
sugarcane and peanuts. Other products, 
especially fruits, may be planted at the 
discretion of the farmer. The aim of the 
program is to create a larger and more 
diversified agricultural production in 
view of the increasing shortages of cer- 
tain agricultural products. However, the 
success of the plan is dependent upon 
the availability of farm equipment, 
tools, and fencing wire, not only in sub- 
stantial quantities, but also at reason- 
able prices. 


Although prolonged rains in June ben- 
efited agriculture in general, a portion 
of the second cotton picking suffered 
to some extent from rot. The rains also 
delayed the planting of experimental 
Frontana B wheat by the Point IV 
agricultural experts, but no real harm 
resulted. Because of a shortage of rice, 
a special emergency commission was 
established to study the problem and to 
establish regulations for the collection, 
industrialization, and general distribu- 
tion of rice for local consumption, 


Cost of Living Varies 


There was no substantial change in 
the Bank of Paraguay’s cost of living 
index (1938 = 100) for May. The gen- 
eral index rose from 2,550 in April to 
2,580 in May; whereas, the weighted 
index decreased from 2,465 to 2,460. The 
cost of living index for June was ex- 
pected to rise, reflecting increased prices 
for food, fuel, and clothing. Bus and 
streetcar fares were increased 66 per- 
cent in June. 


Immigration Planned 


The Paraguay immigration mission in 
Italy signed 13 agreements with private 
concerns involving the settlement of 
more than 1,000 Italian farming families 
in the Alto Parana region of Paraguay 
over a period of 5 years, and a total 
Italian investment of $8,170,000 to be 
applied mainly in farming, lumber de- 
velopement, and new industries. These 
agreements are subject to the comple- 
tion of a formal Italo-Paraguayan im- 
migration agreement now under study. 
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Swedish Wholesale 
Prices Unchanged 


Average wholesale prices in Sweden 
have remained almost unchanged since 
the end of 1951. The May index, re- 
ported at 321 (1935=100), reflected no 
change from the previous month and a 
variation of only one point from that of 
the first month of the year. Retail 
prices, which have been fairly steady, 
are showing a tendency to creep up- 
wards, The retail price index rose from 
218 in January to 223 in April (1935= 
100). Higher food prices, allowed by the 
Swedish Government to compensate the 
farmers for increased costs, account for 
the greater part of the change in the 
retail price index. 

Retail trade has improved slightly 
but a buyers’ market remains. Although 
the wage increases granted under the 
master wage agreement, concluded 
earlier in the year, have counterbal- 
anced last year’s price increase, the 
consumer has tended to save more and 
consume relatively less. 


Sweden’s general production index 
rose to a new high of 217 (1935=100) 
in April even though the index for the 
important pulp and paper industry con- 
tinued to decline. Since the first of the 
year the index for the pulp and paper 
industry has declined over 3 percent to 
134 (1935100). 


The value of Sweden’s foreign trade 
in April showed a moderate decline as 
compared with earlier months of 1952. 
April imports amounted to 741,000,000 
crowns while exports totaled 659,000,000 
crowns; March imports were valued at 
793,000,000 crowns and exports at 662,- 
000,000 crowns. This decline in the value 
of foreign trade reflects a decline in 
prices rather than a drop in volume of 
trade. The import price index dropped 
from 361 in March to 359 in April, while 
the export price index dropped from 426 
to 423 (1935=100) during the same 
period. Shipment of such key Swedish 
export items as iron ore, lumber, pulp, 
and paper (except wrapping paper) 
were noticeably greater in quantity 
during April 1952 than during March. 

A noticeable trend in Sweden’s trade 
with the United States has been the 
decline in pulp exports and the sharp 
rise in iron ore exports. 

Although United States import sta- 
tistics show that the value of iron ore 
received from Sweden in March of this 
year actually exceeded the value of 
wood pulp ($1,914,000 and $1,539,000, 
respectively) it is doubtful that iron 
ore can ever succeed in earning the 
Same volume of dollars that wood pulp 
has in the past. 


The low level of Swedish sales of 
pulp and paper to the American market 
this year is expected to result in a 
curtailment of dollar imports during 
the second half of 1952, 
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Brazil Invites Tourism 


The Brazilian National Economic 
Council has just announced its recom- 
mendations for the promotion of tour- 
ism. The Council’s proposed program 
covers: (a) Simplification of visas and 
customs regulations; (b) cooperation 
between tourist organizations under the 
supervision of the Government which 
will grant financial aid for specific 
projects; (c) provision for adequate 
transportation to points of interest; 
(d) basic information on prices to be 
made available to prospective travelers; 


‘(e) publicity through Brazilian Consul- 


ates and Trade Bureaus abroad; (f) spe- 
cial concessions to hotels and travel 
agencies which would include certain 
tax exemptions and import privileges; 
(g) grants of aid to organizations pro- 
moting typical Brazilian cultural acti- 
vities; (h) development and moderni- 
zation of ports of entry; (i) establish- 
ment of a reception and information 
service for travelers; (j) establishment 
of a nationwide agency, supported by 
the States and municipalities as well as 
by the Federal Government. 





Business Still Active 


In Dominican Republic 


Commerce in the Dominican Repub- 
lic was active in May, with business 
trends generally favorable. Sugar ex- 
ports were unofficially reported to have 
faltered during the month, but as stocks 
contracted for export remained high, 
the only significance attached to this is 
the possible effect on the month’s ex- 
port total. Recurent reports of prose- 
cutions for violation of price control 
laws during May suggested a continua- 
tion of the slight upward movement of 
domestic prices started in April which 
had reversed a mild downward move- 
ment in process since October 1951. 
Retail and wholesale stocks moved well 
during May. Electric power sales con- 
tinued their upward trend at 5,200,000 
kilowatt hours, as compared with 4,900,- 
000 in the previous month and 4,200,000 
in May 1951. 

Commercial banks’ loans and deposits 
again were record high at the end of 
April. Loans amounted to 37,286,000 
pesos (1 Dominican peso= US $1) as 
against $36,745,000 at the end of March, 
and deposits were up to $71,270,000 
from the March figure of $70,426,000. 

To combat usury in loans of less 
than $300, law No. 3283 of April 29, 
1952 was promulgated requiring money 
lenders other than banks to obtain a 
permit from the Monetary Board, and 
as commercial firms their books will be 
subject to official inspection under the 
provisions of the Dominican Commer- 
cial Code. The rate of interest per- 
mitted for these loans is from 1 to 4 
percent per month. 
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The outstanding note in the construc- 
tion field was announcement of the 
award of a contract for a hydro-electric 
plant in Constanza for which machinery 
has been ordered. This plant is re- 
ported to involve an investment of 
$191,600 and is to be completed within 
16 months. 





Italy Constructing 52 
Hydroelectric Plants 


At the present rate of industrial ex- 
pansion, Italian authorities estimate 
that the country’s electric-power re- 
quirements will exceed available instal- 
lations by the end of 1953. In conjunc- 
tion with Italy’s national power pro- 
gram, 52 new hydroelectric plants are 
under construction which when com- 
pleted by the end of 1953 will add 5,800 
million kw.-hr. to annual output. Ther- 
mal plants now under construction will 
provide an additional 810,000 kw. of 
capacity. At the end of 1953, it is es- 
timated that Italy will be capable of 
an annual production of about 31,000 
million kw.-hr. of hydroelectric power 
and 6,000 million kw.-hr. of thermal. 
This amount, however, falls short of 
the estimated demand of 41,000 million 
for that year. 

Because of the topography of Italy, 
further development of the country’s 
hydroelectric potential will be quite 
costly, inasmuch as numerous resevoirs 
would have to. be constructed to com- 
pensate for wide seasonal variations in 
the flow of the rivers. It is estimated 
that only 60 percent of Italy’s hydro- 
electric potential will be utilized at the 
end of 1953. 

Electric power produced in Italy in 
1951 totaled 29,300 million kw.-hr. This 
production was an increase of 19 per- 
cent over that of the preceding year, 
when a total of 24,800 million kw.-hr. 
was generated, and 89 percent greater 
than the country’s production of 15,500 
million kw.-hr. in 1938. Of 1951 power, 
hydroelectric plants produced 26,500 
million kw.-hr. and thermal plants 
2,800 million kw.-hr. Included in the 
latter was 1,500 million kw.-hr. gen- 
erated by geothermic plants at Lar- 
derello. Completion of new plants and 
reservoirs during 1951 and abundant 
rainfall accounted for the increase in 
production. The steel, chemical, and 
electrotechnical industries were the 
principal benefactors. 

Installed hydroelectric capacity in- 
creased from 6,303,000 kw. at the end 
of 1950 to 6,748,000 kw. at the close 
of 1951, and thermal capacity increased 
from 1,185,000 to 1,214,000 kw. The total 
storage capacity of all reservoirs was 
equal to 3,455 million kw.-hr. at the end 
of 1951, compared with 3,233 million 
kw.-hr. at the end of 1950, and 1,755 
million kw.-hr. at the end of 1938. 
Water impounded at the end of 1951 
was estimated at 75 percent above 
capacity. 
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Indonesia Confronts 


Financial Problems 


Both the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Finance have recently ex- 
pressed concern about Indonesia's finan- 
cial situation. In his final word to Par- 
liament on June 19, the Prime Minister 
told the legislators that Indonesia was 
having financial difficulties and that 
there was likely to be a budget deficit 
of four billion rupiahs in 1952. In mid- 
June the Minister of Finance stated 
that the budget deficit and domestic 
money circulation were the biggest 
problems confronting the Government. 

The Finance Minister stated that the 
Government’s monetary reserves, such 
as gold and foreign exchange stock, 
should be used to relieve the unfavor- 
able condition. He said it was of the 
utmost importance that sufficient money 
be brought into circulation in produc- 
ing areas outside of the cities. The 
Minister also stated that the proposed 
income tax revision now being con- 
sidered by the Government would cut 
the tax rate from 20 to 10 percent on 
annual incomes up to 30,000 rupiahs, 
and the rate on incomes about that 
amount would be decreased from 40 to 
25 percent. He further revealed that 
the proposed tax bill would raise the 
floor of annual incomes—25,000 rupiahs 
at present—on which the capital tax is 
levied. The Minister hopes that with 
the reduction in taxes,- an additional 
supply of money will be available for 
capital investment. Hitherto, according 
to the Minister, a considerable share of 
the spare capital in Indonesia has been 
consumed in the purchase of foreign 
goods such as automobiles, which are 
now in the luxury classification. 


U.K.'s Dollar Deficit 
Substantially Reduced 


The disastrous drop in the sterling 
area’s gold and dollar reserves was 
temporarily halted during the second 
quarter of 1952, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer announced on July 2. Re- 
serves totaled $1,685,000,000 as of June 
30, showing a decline of only $15,000,- 
000 since March 31 as compared with 
$635,000,000 during the first quarter of 
this year. In the 9 months from June 30, 
1951, to March 31, 1952, the reserves 
decreased by over $2,100,000,000 or at a 
rate of more than $230,000,000 a month. 

The sudden and precipitous drop in 
sterling area gold and dollar reserves 
during the past 12 months followed a 
period after devaluation of the pound on 
September 18, 1949, during which the 
reserves slowly recovered and then 
rocketed to nearly $4,000,000,000 as of 
June 30, 1951, as a result of the raw” 
materials boom set off by the outbreak 
of hostilities in Korea. The fall in the 
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price and demand for sterling area 
commodities, such as rubber, tin, and 
wool plus heavy sterling area _ pur- 
chases in the United States, Canada, 
and other dollar countries contributed 
to the huge drain on the reserves, 
Measures taken since January to 
meet this latest crisis have brought the 
sterling area’s dollar transactions into 
better balance. The net gold and dollar 
deficit of the sterling area in the second 
quarter of 1952 was about $215,000,000 
or one-third the amount of the first 
quarter. The resumption of American 
aid to the United Kingdom with pay- 
ments of more than $200,000,000 during 
the period April through June nearly 
offset this deficit completely and the 
reserves had to be drawn down by only 
$15,000,000 during the quarter. 





German Firms 
Active Abroad 


The Pakistan Government has signed 
an agreement with Siemens and Halske 
A. G., one of Germany’s leading manu- 
facturers of electrical equipment, for 
the erection of a plant to manufacture 
telephone and telegraph equipment. The 
Pakistan Government is to subscribe 75 
percent of the capital and is to run the 
plant after an initial period of 4 years. 

The cornerstone of the _ recently 
founded Brazilian plant of the Mannes- 
mann-Werke was laid on May 31 at Belo 
Horizonte in the state of Minas Gerais. 
Mannesmann is a major German pro- 
ducer of heavy iron and steel manufac- 
tures. 


A licensing agreement has been con- 
cluded between Robert-Bosch-A. G. and 
Empresa Nacional de Autocamines, 
which belongs to the Spanish Industrial 
Institute (INI) for the manufacture in 
Spain of Diesel injection pumps, start- 
ers, sparkplugs, and headlights for motor 
vehicles. Bosch is to make available its 
patents and aid in technical problems. 


German Chenteal 
Industry Slow 


Marketing difficulties of the German 
chemical industry threaten to result in 
part-time work and dismissals, accord- 
ing to the latest report of the German 
Association of the Chemical Industry. 
April production of soda ash, for ex- 
ample, was only 38,000 metric tons com- 
pared with a monthly average of 69,- 
000 tons in 1951. Production of caustic 
soda and acetaldehyde fell 13 and 20 
percent, respectively. April production 
of coal tar dyes was 1,300 tons com- 





pared with a monthly average of 3,200 . 


tons in 1951. The downward trend con- 
tinued in May. Only for sulphuric acid 
and chlorine products could the April 
output be kept at the level of the pre- 
vious month. 

The production of lacquers, protective 
paints, fertilizers, carbides, and phar- 
maceyticals showed a seasonal upswing, 


but this fncrease was not sufficient to 
change the overall picture. Exports of 
the German chemical industry declined 
by 20 percent in the first quarter of 
1952 as against the last quarter of 1951. 





Japan's Power Output 
Still Short of Need 


Japan’s authorized generating ca- 
pacity in 1951 was 10,800,000 kw., an 
increase of 262,000 kw. over 1950 capac- 
ity. More than 200,000 kw. of this in- 
crease represented new hydroelectric 
facilities. About 8,900,000 kw. was 
owned by public utilities and the re- 
mainder by private industry and the 
railways. 

These generating facilities produced 
only 47,766,000 kw.-hr. of electricity, 
of which 37,562,000 was from hydro 
plants (less than in 1950) and 10,203,000 
from thermal plants (considerably more 
than in 1950) calling for about 9,000,000 
tons of coal. More than half the power 
available at the consuming end of the 
power grid — 37,694,000,000 kw.-hr — 
was used by heavy industry, such as the 
mining, chemical, and textile industries, 
although residential and small con- 
sumers also took important amounts. 

Consumption by the various industries 
in 1951 was as follows (in million kilo- 
watt-hours): 








<5 eee ee 20,802 
Blectric railroads. ............cccccccsscses ee 2.439 
Utilities Sine dtaatbaceded eae 644 
Small commercial industry, demand 
under 500 kilowatts each ..... ~~ eee 
Residential beabcines Suiinsceldicatehabdesdvinens . 6,858 
| SESE ee es in Se 
Fe ee eee Se ne ae eee ce 37,694 


This pattern reflected the postwar 
trend in power consumption. Another 
characteristic was the increased use of 
power even by industries that had not 
regained their prewar levels of output. 
This increase was due to the shift from 
other energy sources, such as coal, and 
to the introduction of new industries, 
such as synthetic products, and tech- 
niques that require more power. 


The electric-power industry was re- 
organized in 1951, and as a result Has- 
soden, the giant Japan-wide generating 
and transmitting company, was liqui- 
dated and replaced by nine regional 
electric-utility companies handling gen- 
eration, transmission, and distribution 
and regulated by the Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC). To solve the elec- 
tric-power problem, the Government 
proposed a large development program 
involving the utility companies, private 
industry, and a special corporation for 
large-scale projects. 

Any new program for the develop- 
ment of generating facilities must give 
careful attention to means for reducing 
the present inefficiency in generation, 
distribution, and use of power, as well 
as to putting public utilities on a sound 
financial basis and to “firming up” the 
day-to-day flow of power. 
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Pakistan Imports Score Sharp 
Increase; Export Volume Down 


Pakistan’s private seaborne foreign 
trade in the fiscal year ended March 
31, 1952, was valued at 3,331,900,000 
rupees, the largest amount since estab- 
lishment of the country (1 rupee= 
US$0.30225). Exports, including reex- 
ports, were valued at 1,748,000,000 ru- 
pees, and imports at 1,583,900,000 ru- 
pees. Value of imports was 24 percent 
greater than in the fiscal year 1950-51, 
whereas volume of imports were 11 
percent less. 

In the January-March quarter of 
1952, however, Pakistan had a positive 
balance of only 500,000 rupees in its 
private seaborne foreign trade, com- 
pared with a positive balance of 487,- 
900,000 rupees in the same period of 
last year. The principal factor in this 
change was the decrease in exports— 
from 903,800,000 rupees in the first 
quarter of 1951 to 544,000,000 rupees in 
the same period of this year, or a net 
decrease of 359,800,000 rupees. Imports 
totaled 416,000,000 rupees in the first 
quarter of 1951 and 544,500,000 rupees 
in the similar period of this year, an 
increase of 128,500,000 rupees. 

Imports continued at a _ relatively 
high level during the first 4 months of 
1952. During April seaborne trade on 
private account for Karachi, which 
represents the greater part of the coun- 
try’s foreign trade, was at the follow- 
ing levels: Imports, 130,100,000 rupees; 
exports, 77,200,000 rupees. The negative 
trade balance of 52,900,000 rupees was 
primarily the result of the decline in 
demand for cotton and jute. 


Fulfills Cotton Support 

Exports of Pakistan cotton during 
the 8-month period ended March 31, 
1952, amounted to 635,000 bales, as 
compared with 876,000 bales in the 
corresponding period of 1950-51. At the 
end of May it was estimated that 475,- 
000 bales remained unsold in the coun- 
try exclusive of stocks at domestic spin- 
ning mills and 20,000 bales awaiting ex- 
port. Saw-ginned 289F Sind Fine, com- 
parable to American Middling 15/16 
inch, declined from the equivalent of 
47.30 U. S. cents a pound on January 2 
{exclusive of the export tax of 13.85 
cents a pound) to 34.10 cents on June 
4, almost the level of the Government 
Support price of 33.73 cents for that 
type. At the request of the trade the 
Government took action at the end of 
April to implement the purchase of 
cotton included under the price-sup- 
port program. By May 30 about 250,000 
bales had been offered to the Govern- 
ment, of which 175,000 bales had been 
accepted and 26,000 bales rejected. 


Jute Exports Duty Cut 
Conditions in the jute market have 
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been much the same as in the cotton 
market. Trade sources estimate that 
the Government had purchased about 
330,000 bales of jute by the end of May 
in an effort to support prices. On June 
28 the Government announced reduc- 
tions in the export duty on raw jute 
effective on July 1. For destinations 
other than India the reductions ranged 
from 46 to 57 percent, depending on 
the grade. An export-licensing fee is to 
be applied on shipments to India, which 
will result in net reductions in duty of 
11 to 21 percent. As an over-all price 
measure to stimulate exports the mini- 
mum price was reduced 24 percent for 
Jat bottoms at kutcha baling centers, 
and similar adjustments were made for 
other grades. 


Finances Reflect Export Loss 


Financial conditions in May reflected 
conditions prevailing in the cotton and 
jute markets. A relatively high rate for 
call money indicated the continuing de- 
mand for funds to carry unsold stocks. 
Although advances of scheduled banks 
to business declined somewhat in May, 
the total loan outstanding at the end 
of the month was not far below the 
total on January 25. Although exact 
figures are not available there are in- 
dications that foreign exchange holdings 
of the State Bank of Pakistan are de- 
clining, a reflection in part of the 
decline of foreign’exchange income from 
exports. Also, Central Government de- 
posits with the State Bank continued 
to decline, and on May 31 the total was 
approaching the level of June 30, 1950, 
before the outbreak of. hostilities in 
Korea had caused a greatly increased 
demand for Pakistan’s export commodi- 


ties and an increase in its revenue from 


export duties. 


Import Deposits Increased 


On June 25 the Government of Pakis- 
tan announced large increases in its 
import duties on cotton piece goods. The 
new rates are approximately double 
those previously in force, (see Controls 
on International Trade). 

As a further step in the Government’s 
policy of restricting imports and con- 
serving foreign exchange the State 
Bank of Pakistan specified that deposits 
required on letters of credit, which 
formerly were left to the Bank’s dis- 
cretion, would be granted only at spe- 
cific minimum rates. The minimum de- 
posit for goods under open general 
lice is now 75 percent of the amount of 
credit, and for goods under specific 
licenses the minumum rate is 50 per- 
cent. At present, according to a press 
report of June 28, these new rates do 
not apply to letters of credit for im- 
portation of machinery, chemicals, and 
medicines, 
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Brazilian Investments 
Decline in April 


Private capital investments in Brazil 
in April was considerably below the fig- 
ure for March— 707,000,000 cruzeiros’* 
(about $35,000,000), as against 1,484,- 
000,000 cruzeiros (about $74,000,000). 
It is possible that capital adaptation to 
the requirements of the new income tax 
law, which have resulted in incorpora- 
tion of reserves, is coming to an end. 
Four new investment companies and 
two cement factories were . launched 
during April. 

Capital invested or reinvested in the 
first 4 months of 1951 and 1952 was as 
follows: 

(In millions of cruzeiros] 


1951 1952 
January ... 1,514 
February . 903 
March. ....... 1,484 
RTE vsti nitbicdaeiheee 707 








Monthly average..........0.... 603 1,15 

Monthly averages in 1949 and 195 
amounted ta, 250,000,000 and 380,000,000 
cruzeiros, respectively. 
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Capetown Lacks Fuel, Power 


The problem of short coal supplies 
and inadequate electric generating ca- 
pacity was a source of concern to in- 
dustry and other power consumers in 
the Capetown, Union of South Africa, 
area. Dealer coal stocks and reserves 
held by power stations remained dan- 
gerously low in June. Compulsory area 
power cuts during peak hours, intro- 
duced in April, were continued. 

The Hex River Power station at Wor- 
cester began partial operations as June 
ended, with an output of 20,000 kilo- 
watts. Additional machinery that will 
increase output to 60,000 kilowatts is 


xpected to be in operation by the end 
of the year: 





Honduran Living Costs Rise 


Business conditions in both Teguci- 
galpa and San Pedro Sula continued: 
more or less normal through May, ex- 
cept in retail trade. A marked decline 
in trade was attributed to various fac- 
tors, but it was generally agreed that 
recent increases in the cost of living 
had limited the purchases of many low 
income groups to essentials. The latest 
cost-of-living index figures available, for 
April, show an all-time high of 441.2 
(1939=100), compared with 365.8 in 
March and the previous high of 419.8 
reached in August 1951. April’s increase 
was attributed largely to drastic ad- 
vances in the price ot certain staples, 
such as corn, cheese, and vegetables, 
caused by a severe dry season, The 
drought was temporarily interrupted 
late in April by a week’s rain, which, 
although beneficial for the vegetable 
crops, delayed the harvesting of the 
remaindere of the coffee crop. During 
May, however, dry weather returned, 
and the harvest was successfully 
completed. 
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‘Cuba Increases Power 
To Meet Rising Needs 


Despite the fact that Cuba’s generat- 
ing capacity has been increased by 38.5 
percent (46,000 kw.) in the past 5 years 
power demands have continued to rise 
at an even faster rate. To meet this 
demand additional turbogenerators will 
be placed in operation this year in 
Matanzas, Camaguey, and Santiago. 
Their combined total capacity of 25,300 
kw. will add another 15 percent increase 
to the Island’s generating capacity. 


Definite plans also have been drawn 
up for further installations in Habana, 
Cienfuegos, and Santiago during the 
period 1953-57. These will have a total 
generating capacity of 115,500 kw. Al- 
together an increase of 85 percent in 
Cuba’s electric-power generating capac- 
ity is planned for installation in the 
next 6 years. 


Costs of installations made in the 
past 5 years total $29 million, Credit 
up to $12 million authorized by the 
Export-Import Bank on March 29, 1951, 
will be applied toward financing a part 
of the cost of facilities now being in- 
stalled. On the basis of present price 
levels it is estimated that expenditures 
through 1955 will approach $38 million. 


Over 95 percent of Cuba’s electric 
energy is supplied by the Compania 
Cubana de Electricidad. Power sold and 
used and number of customers served 
in 1951 was as follows: 


Number of municipalities served . 70 
Number of consumers =. 534,934 
Generating capacity in kilowatts .... 165,542 
Kilowatt-hours sold ............. . 705,875,000 





Unemployment pone 


Migration From Italy 


Pushed by population pressures, 43,- 
010 emigrants left Italy by sea and air 
during the first 3 months of 1952. This 
was an increase of 7,000 over the com- 
parable period of 1951. The Italian Gov- 
ernment has encouraged overseas emi- 
gration and is currently advocating a 
plan for the freer movement of labor 
in Western Europe. 


Emigration still does not compensate 
for as much as one-half the increase in 
population, even though the rate of 
growth of the population is declining. 
Italy’s pdpulation increased by 366,000 
in 1951 compared with 442,000 in 1950. 
The birth rate is substantially higher 
in southern Italy than in northern Italy 

Unemployment, one of Italy’s most 
serious problems, has remained at a 
constant level of about 1,900,000 during 
the past 3 years; if it had hot been for 
United States aid, there probably 
would be an even greater number of 
unemployed. In addition to workers 
officially listed as unemployed, there 
are roughly an equal number who are 
underemployed. Many farmers work 


only 100 to 150 days per year and there 
is a substantial number of industrial 
jiaborers who are on “padded payrolls” 
or work less than 40 hours per week, 


New Zealand Power Plant 


The New Zealand Government has 
announced plans for installation of a 
100,000-kw. steam electric-power gener- 
ating plant at one of the Waikato coal 
fields, probably at Maramarua or Hunt- 
ly in North Istind. The exact site and 
other details await the report to the 
Government of an oversea consulting 
engineer. North Island has suffered a 
power shortage for several months, and 
rationing and blanket power cuts have 
become necessary. Coal will be used to 
fire the plant. It is expected that 350,000 
tons will be required annually. 


Chile Gives Consideration 


To National Power Program 








The Chilean Government again is 
giving consideration to the adoption of 
a national eleetric-power development 
program. Current thinking appears to 
favor nationalization of the industry 
as a long-term objective—perhaps over 
20. to 30 years—and only within the 
nation’s financial possibilities. 


The immediate outlook is for develop- 
ment of generating facilities in indi- 
vidual communities or areas under the 
auspices of the autonomous Govern- 
ment Instituto Costarricense de Elec- 
tricidad, possible purchase by the Gov- 
ernment of the American-controlled 
companies which service the Limon, 
Turrialba, Cartago, and Punt Areanas 
areas, and study of a project to con- 
struct a 30,000-kw. hydrogenerating 
plant with the assistance of foreign 
capital. 

Progress has been made toward im- 
proving the power situation in the San 
Jose area by settling a long standing 
dispute which affected the rate struc- 
ture for the area and by awarding the 
American-owned company which serv- 
ices it, Cia. Nacional de Fuerza y Luz, 
authority to construct two 5,000- kw. 
thermal generating units. 





Germany Has Trade Surplus 

Western Germany had a foreign trade 
surplus in May for the second month in 
a row. The May surplus amounted $55,- 
000,000—the largest achieved by Ger- 
many in any month since the end of 
World War II. 

For the third straight month in a row, 
German imports declined in May to 
$279,000,000 from $304,000,000 in April. 
The May drop is partly attributable to 
a seasonal decline in agricultural im- 
ports. More important was the increase 
in exports, form $312,000,000 in April to 
$337,000,000 in May, due largely to 
higher shipments of machinery and 
automobiles, 


Hope Seen for Egypt's 
Slow Cotton Exports 


For the first 4 months of 1952, Egypt 
had an unfavorable trade balance of 
£E22,926,688 ($65,799,594), compared 
with a favorable balance of £E22,728,- 
807 for the corresponding period of 1951. 
The sluggish movement of cotton in the 
export market was almost wholly re- 
sponsible for this development, 


Although the value of imports during 
January-April this year fell to £LE76,- 
119,979 from £E80,176,209 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1951, exports dropped 
by an even larger amount, from £E102,- 
905,016 to ££53,193,291. 

The value-of cotton exports during 
the past crop-year (September 1, 1951 
to June 1, 1952) amounted to £E45.5 
million as compared with shipments 
valued at £E89.8 million the preceding 
season, 

There are indications, however, that 
the gloomy cotton marketing situation 
which has been slowly stifling Egypt’s 
economy may take a turn for the bet- 
ter. The removal in May of the export 
tax has stimulated foreign demand (ex- 
cept in the U. K.), and the Trade re- 
ports that a substantial number of sales 
have been booked. This revival of in- 
terest has been particularly marked in 
the lower eae of cotton. 





Austria's Power Output Up 

Austria’s production of owtivag en- 
ergy in 1951 increased 15 percent over 
production in 1950. Thermal power pro- 
duction increased 26 percent and hydro- 
electric power increased almost 13 per- 
cent. 

The following compilation shows the 
amount of energy produced, imported, 
exported, and consumed in Austria in 
1950 and 1951. Output of all Austrian 
public power plants, as well as surplus 
power sales by industrial plants, is in- 
cluded. Power produced by industrial 
plants for their own use and power pro- 
duced for the country’s single-phase 
railway power system are not included, 

Electric Energy, Austria, 1950-51 

{In thousands of Kilowatt-hours] 


1950? 19514 
PrOGUctiOn  .c.cccconse-c: 


vee 4,911,000 5,655,000 
) ee Us 329,000 444,000 
oe eihes Raa 3720,000 *849,000 
Transmission losses ...... 109,000 94,000 





Available for con- eee eee 
SUMPTION _ ...........ccccccrecsevsce 4,111,000 4,756.000 


Consumption and losses.. 4,111 000 





1 Revised figures. ? Preliminary figures. 

* Does not include imports of 47,000,000 kw.- 
hr. previously exported. This energy was 
transmitted via Germany to Austrian border 
towns to avoid transmission across moun- 
tainous areas. 

*Does not include imports previously ex- 
ported. Figures are not available for such 
transmissions, but it is understood that 
amounts were smaller than in 1950 because of 
the erection of additional transmission lines. 

The total installed capacity of the 
country’s thermal plants at the end of 
1951 was 18,200 kw. and that of the 
hydro plants 106,000 kw.,,a total of 
124,200 kw. 
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Turkey Extending Help 
To Private Industry 


The Turkish Government ‘is sponsor- 
ing legislation aimed at encouraging 
private industry. 

Among these measures is a proposed 
transaction ¢ax bill which would de- 
crease transaction tax rates and sim- 
plify tax categories. The present small- 
shop exemption from transaction tax, 
which tends to split up one enterprise 
or keep it small to remain within the 
exemption, would be retained only for 
handicrafts. A revised income tax law 
is projected also, which would place 
small traders on a declaration basis 
and remove the inequities caused by 
the present fixed tax assessment. 

The Turkish President pointed out to 
a private group which is building a 
sugar factory at Balikesir that at pres- 
ent the initiative for new industrial de- 
velopment is left directly to the private 
individuals. He compared the present 
situation in which individuals are form- 
ing companies with control over the 
manner of investment to the former 
policy of the Government’s forming 
enterprises in which individuals were 
later offered an opportunity to partic- 
ipate without management. The Govern- 
ment appears to hold to its announced 
decision to turn over certain State in- 
dustries to private ownership provided 
that satisfactory offers are received 
and enabling legislation is passed. Gen- 
eral informed opinion is that such sales 
will not permit enterprise to acquire 
any monopoly of a given industry, 


Turkey's Economy Strong 


Economic ‘conditions in Turkey dur- 

ing May were on the whole favorable, 
but some offsetting factors were also 
noted. Retail sales increased in nearly 
all lines. Refrigeration items and tex- 
tiles were moving well. Increased pur- 
chasing power in provincial towns, ow- 
ing to the rapid development of agri- 
cultural resources, spurred sales of non- 
seasonal consumer durables. Inventories 
generally, however, were high and in 
the opinion of some prominent traders 
even dangerously so. 
. Banking circles seemed to consider 
the country’s credit situation funda- 
mentally sound. Lending activities of 
banks were said to have reached un- 
precedented levels, which caused seri- 
ous concern among some groups. How- 
ever, it was pointed out that many of 
the import commitments are being 
made through generous credit terms of- 
fered by foreign suppliers or through 
cash-against-documents. Also, large in- 
ventories could be justified by the un- 
satisfied demand of consumers in pro- 
vincial and rural towns. 

Prices continued to decline owing 
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partly to seasonal reasons and partly 
to lower export prices on many items 
to meet world prices. The cost of living 
fluctuated slightly. 


Foreign Trade Active 

Foreign trade was more active during 
the first 4 months of 1952 than during 
the like period in 1951. Exports aggre- 
gated T£355,000,000 (T£348,000,000 in 
1951) and imports, ‘T£467,000,000 
(T£308,000,000). (T£1—=US$0.357.) The 
emphasis of the Government’s program 
to cover its trade deficit is on increasing 
exports. Constantly expanding produc- 
tion, particularly of cereals, cotton, coal 
and chrome, makes the balance of trade 
at higher levels a distinct possibility. 

Industrial activity in the Istanbul 
area continued during May at the same 
level as in April. Production and prices 
in the woolen yarn industry, however, 
were depressed because of oversupply 
on the market. / 


Panama's Utilities 
Production Analyzed 


Panama City and Colon consumed 
about three-fourths of Panama’s elec- 
tric-power generation in 1951. Net 


power production in Panama City ap- 
proximated 68,811,000 kw.-hr., or an 
increase of 3,292,000 kw.-hr. over 1950. 
However, in Colon power output de- 
clined by 778,000 kw.-hr. from its 1950 
level to 12,749,000 kw.-hr. Supplement- 
ary current totaling 1,045,000 kw.-hr. 
was purchased from the Canal Zone 
in 1951, of which 260,000 kw.-hr, was 
consumed in Panama City and 785,000 
kw.-hr, in Colon. 

An American-owned utility company 
provided the electricity and gas to 
Panama City and Colon. The Panaman- 
ian Government operated 82 power 
plants which furnished energy to 96 
communities in the interior of the coun- 
try, whereas five privately owned plants 
generated the electric current used by 
five other towns. 

Gas was manufactured only in Pana- 
ma City and Colon, and bottled gas 
was utilized in their suburbs and in the 
remainder of the Republic. Approxi- 
mately 531,029,000 cu. ft. of gas were 
manufactured in Panama City in 1951, 
a decrease of 27,882,000 cu. ft. from 
the total manufactured in 1950, The 
manufacture of gas in Colon decreased 
by 6,500,000 cu. ft. from its 1950 total 
to 184,603,000 cu. ft. because of a de- 
cline in sales of gas to the Canal Zone 
where conversion from gas to electricity 
was in progress, 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Australia To Receive 


Loan for Development 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development announced 
on July 9 a new loan of $50,000,000 to 
the Commonwealth of Australia to be 


used for the import of capital goods and 
equipment needed for development pro- 
grams in the following fields: Agricul- 
ture and land settlement; coal mining; 
iron and_ steel production; electric 
power; railways; road transport; the 
production of nonferrous metals and 
industrial minerals, and manufacturing 
industries, 


The Bank made a loan of $100,000,000 
to Australia in August 1950 for similar 
purposes. About two-thirds of that loan 
has been disbursed and it is expected 
that the remainder will have been en- 
tirely disbursed early in 1953. The new 
loan will help carry forward develop- 
ment into 1954. 





Swiss Study Schuman Plan 


Switzerland, concerned about con- 
tinued access to its traditional coal and 
steel sources, will follow closely the op- 
erations of the Schuman Plan, according 
to a recent statement by the Swiss For- 
eign Minister on June 20. 


The Swiss Foreign Minister expressed 
his country’s readiness to conclude a 
general agreement with the High Au- 
thority provided in the Schuman Plan 
and to encourage its work as long as 
it remains an instrument of cooperation 
between constituent members and does 
not prejudice the interests of countries 
outside the steel and coal community. 





Germany Joins 


International Bank 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund have both 
approved Western Germany’s bid for 
membership. The Federal Republic will 
be represented for the first time at the 
meeting of the International Bank on 
September 1, in Mexico City. 





Uruguay Changes 
Meat Export Rates 


' The exchange rate applying to ex- 
ports of canned meat has been changed, 
reportedly as of June 6, from 1.519 
pesos per dollar to 2.35 pesos on 75 
percent of the value of the shipment 
and 1.519 pesos for the remaining 25 
percent. This results in an effective 
rate of about 2.14 pesos to the dollar. 
It is reported that larger exports of 
canned beef are now being resumed 
to the U. S. under the revised rate. 
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Ceylon Coast Guard 
Seeks Motor Launches 


The Ceylon Government is interested 
in purchasing six motor launches ur- 
gently needed for use in Coast Guard 


work in Ceylon. New or second-hand 
craft will be accepted, provided the lat- 
ter are supported by a Lloyd's certifi- 
cate of seaworthiness. 

Offers of launches according to the 
following specifications are desired: 
Length, 72 feet; beam, 16 feet; draught, 
514 feet; speed, 11 knots; twin-screw 
Diesel-driven motors. If these specifica- 
tions are not available, the following 
will be considered as an alternative: 
Length between 45 and 70 feet, beam 
between 9 and 16 feet, draught not more 
than 4 feet, speed not less than 12 knots, 
preferably twin-screw _Diesel-driven. 
The hull should be robust and preferably 
copper-bottomed or otherwise protected. 


Interested parties are requested to 
submit the full details of available 
craft and their cost quoted c. i. f. Co- 
lombo, to the Ceylon Embassy, 2148 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington, 
D. C. An indication of the earliest pos- 
sible date for shipment will be ap- 
preciated, as shipment from U. S. is 
desired before mid-September. 


Capital Sought for 
Istanbul Garages 


The city of Istanbul, Turkey, is con- 
sidering the possibility of granting to 
private investors the right to erect and 
operate privately cage-type parking 
garages in three highly congested loca- 
tions within the city limits. Land would 
be set aside by the city for the projects, 
and the investors would purchase the 
plots and demolish the existing struc- 
tures. Concomitantly, legislation would 
be presented to the municipal council 
to prohibit or limit parking at the curb, 
at least in central areas. 


It is believed that an American in- 
vestor could organize a Turkish corp- 
ation to build and operate the garages, 
without a heavy dollar investment, as 
ample materials and facilities for con- 
struction are locally available; the prin- 
cipal need is for designs and techniques 
for erecting adequate buildings, and for 
experienced garage operators to run 
them. Reportedly, there is a good pos- 
sibility of substantial Turkish capital 
participation in the proposed project as 
a great deal of Turkish capital is going 
into new building at the present time. 

A new Turkish law passed in August 
1951 provides opportunity for foreign 
business capital to enter the country 
and to be subsequently repatriated, 
along with the profits of the enterprise. 
Guaranties of convertibility are also 








available from the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade or the Mutual Security 
Agency. 

Inquiries for further information are 
invited by Bay Fikret Evliyagil, Sey- 
rusefer Yuksek Muhendis (traffic en- 
gineer), Emniyet 6inci Sube, Yolcu Sal- 
onu, Galata, Istanbul, Turkey. 





Colombian Firm Seeks 
Technical Assistance 


A Colombian firm, Fabrica de Galle- 
tas y Confites Noel, manufacturer of 
crackers, cookies, and candies, wishes 
to establish connections with an Amer- 
ican manufacturer of chewing gum from 
the standpoint of possibly receiving 
technical assistance. The firm states 
that in exchange for expert advice it 
is prepared to enter into any mutually 
satisfactory agreement. Also, the firm 
maintains that it has one of the best 
distribution systems in Colombia, which 
would be available for any collaborative 
enterprise. 


Interested American manufacturers 
are invited to write directly to Sr. Jesus 
Ramirez Johns, General Manager, Fa- 
brica de Galletas y Confites Noel,. 
(Aptdo. Aereo 897), 37-76/78 Carrera 
50, Medellin, Colombia. 





French Linen Weaver 
Seeks Expansion Aid 


Henri Tessier, a French weaver of 
sheeting and household linens, is inter- 
ested in negotiating with an American 
firm for the investment of capital, ma- 
chinery, and equipment to permit ex- 
pansion of operations. Ts firm is en- 
gaged in weaving sheetiig$ and house- 
hold linens (without dressing or sizing), 
with twisted cotton yarn and flax pur- 
chased from French spinning mills. Its 
annual production is approximately 
3,000 kilograms of sheeting. 

Mr. Tessier also owns at Auriac du 
Perigord, in the Dordogne department, 
a property covering 9,000 square meters, 
with building materials, on which an- 
other weaving mill could be erected 
in order to produce similar commodities. 

Further information is available from 
Henri Tessier, Tissages Mecaniques, 
Laumeuil, par Larche, Correze, France. 





Licensing Opportunity 
Withdrawn 


G. Terin & Co.—Officina Elettromec- 
canica, 2r Via Marassi, Genoa, Italy, 
a licensing opportunity published on 
page 27 of the July 7, 1952, issue of 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, has been 
withdrawn, 


Licensing 
Opportunities 


In the United States 

Construction Equipment: 

Italy—Giuseppe Gorla (inventor), Via 
Privata C. Battisti 2, Milan, offers for 
production under license in the U. S. a 
reportedly new type of mold, built with 
three basic metal parts, changeable as 
to size and shape, and used with rein- 
forced concrete. 

Musical Instruments: 

Italy—Prof. Arfeo Borgani, Ditta 
(manufacturer of musical wind instru- 
ments), 20-26 Via Carducci, Macerata, 
offers for production under license in 
the U. S. a small device, adaptable to 
any normal saxophone, designed to ex- 
pand instrument’s range, thus facilitat- 
ing the playing of otherwise extremely 
difficult passages. Firm reports device 
is very easily produced and requires very 
little equipment for its manufacture, 

Patents: 

Italy—Riccardo Vailati (inventor), 
Via S. Alessandro 136, Bergamo, offers 
under a licensing arrangement his 
patent for a reportedly new type of 
underground garage, based on the ferris- 
wheel principle of raising cars to sur- 
face level. He states that garage can 
accommodate 72 cars and 72 motor- 
cycles within a space of 1,937 square 
feet and can be serviced by one man. 
In Foreign Countries 

Note — Supplementary information, 
in the form of literature, catalogs, pho- 
tographs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
‘able in specific instances as indicated 
by symbol (*), from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.) 

Aircraft and Aircraft Parts: 

Italy—SIAI-Marchetti S.p.A. (manu- 
facturer of airplanes and airplane parts, 
railroad cars, textile machinery, etc.), 
Sesto Calende (Varese Province), 
wishes to manufacture and distribute in 
Italy and other European countries 
under U. S. license aircraft and aircraft 
parts. 

Clothing and Accessories: 

Austria—E. Rohner, Inc. (importer of 
raw materials; manufacturer and whole- 
saler of hosiery, stockings, and socks of 
all kinds), Tannenbach 141 (P.O.B, 13), 
Bregenz, wishes to manufacture in Aus- 
tria, under U. S. license, socks, includ- 
ing nylon, for women, men, and chil- 
dren. Firm is interested in obtaining the 
necessary patents, processes, techniques, 
machinery, equipment, and services. 

France—Etablissements Maurice Dte- 
bois (manufacturer of shoes and slip- 
pers), 223 Avenue d’Ares, Cauderan 
(Gironde), wishes to manufacture in 
France under U. S. license light shoes 
with rubber soles. Firm is interested in 
obtaining techniques and processes and, 
eventually, modern equipment, 

Insulators: 

Turkey—Azim Cini, Kiremit ve Tugla 
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Fabrikalari K. S. (manufacturer of 
ceramics, tiles, and bricks), 14 Kucuk 
Carsi, Kutahya, wishes to manufacture 
in Turkey under U. S. license insulators, 
using raw materials available in Kuta- 
hya which, according to the firm’s re- 
port, have proved satisfactory. Firm is 
interested in obtaining patents, machin- 
ery, and techniques for the production 
of insulators. 

Machine-Tool Parts: 

Italy—S. A. P. E. S. (S.p.A. Prodotti 
Elettrofucinati e Stampati), (manufac- 
turer of bolts, nuts, screws, valves, and 
flanges), Via Alfredo Oriani 4, Milan, 
wishes to manufacture in Italy under 
U. S. license spare parts (possibly of 
stainless steel) for machine tools. 

Machinery: 

Italy—Officina Meccanica ‘Tomase 
Barbieri” S. R. L. (manufacturer of ma- 
chinery for food industry), 159 Via N. 
Bixio, Parma, wishes to manufacture in 
Italy under U. S. license tomato paste 
and jam-making machinery. 

Radio and Television Sets: 

Italy—“‘Trans Continents Radio” di 
Dario Prandoni (manufacturer of radios 
and television sets), Via Mazzini 48, 
Cassano d’Adda (Milan Province), 
wishes to manufacture in Italy under 
U. S. license radio receiver and televi- 
sion sets. Firm is interested in obtain- 
ing patents, processes, techniques, raw 
materials, and capital, as a large-scale 
production is planned. 

Textiles: 

Greece—B. & H. Economopoulos 
(printer and weaver of textiles), 18 Rue 
Deka, Athens, is interested in obtaining 
patents, processes, and techniques for 
printing and weaving of textiles, as well 
as acquiring U. S. machinery and capi- 
tal for plant expansion. 

Turkey—Mensucat Santral T. A. S. 
(Central Weaving Corporation), (manu- 
facturer of cotton piece goods), 126 
Kazlicesme Demirhane Caddesi, Istan- 
bul, desires to obtain American licenses 
and possibly American ingredients with 
which to improve the sizing of cotton 
thread preparatory to weaving into 
cloth. Firm states it desires to use 
American sizing processes under license 
from the patent-holders, the rights to 
be purchased or leased. In addition, the 
firm is prepared to purchase from the 
U. S. the ingredients needed to utilize 
the process. No American financial or 
management participation is contem- 
plated. Technical data on firm’s opera- 
tions available.* 


Import Opportunities 


Note — Supplementary information 
in the form of literature, catalogs, pho- 
tographs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able. in specific instances as indicated 
by symbol (*), from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.) 

Beltings: 

Germany—Tetteroo & Co. (manufac- 
turer), Clausenstrasse, 741 Postfach, 


duly 21, 1952 


Wuppertal-Barmen, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent industrial belt- 
ings, including drop hammer, conveyor, 
and textile driving belts (10,000 meters 
monthly); also, webbings, spindle tapes, 
and elastic ribbons (50,000 to 100,000 
meters monthly). Set of samples avail- 
able.* 

* Chemicals: 

France—Michel Carsow (export mer- 
chant, wholesaler), 6, Rue Edouard 
Detaille, Paris, offers to export direct 
chemical products, including. industrial 
and pharmaceutical ethylic ether (non- 
antiseptic), hydrazine, semicarbazide, 
thiosemicarbazide, hydroxylamine 
(chlorhydrate and_ sulfate), nitrides 
(barium, strontium, sodium), methylam- 
ine, vulcanization accelerators, chlorides 
(acetyl and chloracetyl), ethyl chloro- 
formate, chloropicrin, hydrocellulose, 
and picrie acid. 

Electrical Equipment: 

Australia—H. P. M. Industries Pty., 
Ltd. (manufacturer of electrical acces- 
sories), 4 Hill Street, Darlinghurst, 
Sydney, offers to export direct electrical 
supplies, including switches, switch and 
wall plugs, and flush plates. 

Foodstuffs: 

Germany—F. A. Rieck, Nachf. Robert 
Lohrmann (manufacturer), 78a-80 
Fackenburger Allee, Luebeck, offers to 
export direct high quality canned fish 
(herrings and herring filets) and mar- 
inades. Sample labels available.* 

Hides and Skins: 

India—Md. Mustafa Hussain & Co. 
(importer and exporter), 141, Howrah 
Road, Howrah, Calcutta, West Bengal, 
offers to export direct raw hides and 
skins. 

Household Goods: 

Hong Kong—E. Penn Co. (manufac- 
turer), Pedder Building, Fifth Floor, 
Hong Kong (Factory: 72-74 To Kwa 
Wan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong), of- 


fers to export direct or through agent 


flashlight cases, with a beam range of 
300 to 1,500 feet; and vacuum bottles, 
available in 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 pint sizes. 
Illustrated price list and sample of 
flashlight only available.* 

Jute Goods: 

India—Md. Mustafa Hussain & Co. 
(importer and exporter), 141, Howrah 
Road, Howrah, Calcutta, West Bengal, 


‘offers to export direct jute goods and 


hessian (burlap). 

Machinery: 

Germany — Heinrich Herrmann, 
Naehrmittelfabrik (manufacturer of 
farinaceous preparations), Kirchheim/ 
Teck, Wuerttemberg, offers to sell out- 
right the plans for a machine for the 
manufacture of “Eierflaedle,” a prepa- 
ration used as a filler for soups and 
made in the form of shreds which ap- 
pear to have been sliced from thin pan- 
cakes and have a crepe-like consistency 
and texture. Price. information avail- 
able.* 

S witzerland—Fritz Moser A. G. 
(manufacturer), Oberdiessbach, Canton 
of Bern, offers to export direct or 
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through agent 10 jig boring mills with 
Morse Taper No. 5 and cross-slide table 
for drilling to coordinates; also, preci- 
sion Schlesinger “Tolerances” 1/100 
mm. accuracy, equipped with inch meas- 
urements. Inspection at the factory at 
Oberdiessbach at buyer’s expense. 

Switzerland—Trudel & Co. A. G. (im- 
porter, exporter), 13 Fraumunster- 
strasse, Zurich, offers to export direct 
horizontal high production milling ma- 
chines, used by manufacturers of motor- 
cars, airplanes, tanks, and machines 
for agriculture and textile industry. Il- 
lustrated pamphlet and photograph 
available.* 

Metal Products: 

Belgium —La Perforation Liegeoise 
S. A. (manufacturer and exporter of 
steel sheets (cut, stamped, corrugated, 
perforated), 20, Boulevard Frere Orban, 
Liege, offers to export direct hot and 
cold rolled sheets and plates and hoops. 

Hong Kong—E. Penn Co. (manufac- 
turer), Pedder Building, Fifth Floor, 
Hong Kong (Factory: 72-74 To Kwa 
Wan’ Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong), of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
umbrella ribs, 20, 23, and 24 inches long; 
and standard size police whistles. Price 
quotations f.o.b. Hong Kong and sam- 
ples available.* Please specify commod- 
ity for which loan material is desired. 

Religious Goods: 

Germany—Rudolf Apel (manufactur- 
er), Tiefenlauter bei Coburg, Bavaria, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
nativity figures and scenes. Price list 
(in German) and photograph available.* 

Germany—Hubert van Meegan (man- 
ufacturer), 51 Kroatenstrasse, Kevelaer, 
offers to export direct religious goods, 
including statuettes, holy communion 
tokens, and Christmas creches (15,000 
to 18,000 yearly). Photograph album, in- 
cluding prices, available.* 

Seeds: 

India—Md. Mustafa Hussain & Co. 
(importer and exporter), 141, Howrah 
Road, Howrah, Calcutta, West Bengal, 
offers to export direct castor-oil seeds. 

Spices and Aromatics: 

India—Md. Mustafa Hussain & Co. 
(importer and exporter, 141, Howrah 
Road, -Howrah, Calcutta, West Bengal, 
offers to export direct spices and aro- 
matics. 

Textiles: 

Scotland—Scotsprints, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer), 30 Stafford Street, Edinburgh, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
1,000 yards weekly of excellent quality 
screen printed linens, cottons, rayons, 
and organdies. 

Tobacco: 

India—Md. Mustafa Hussain & Co. 
(importer and exporter), 141, Howrah 
Road, Howrah, Calcutta, West Bengal, 
offers to export direct tobacco of 
special varieties. 

Toilet Goods: 

Germany—Heinrich L. Thaeter K. G., 
Pinselfabrik (manufacturer), 12 Albert- 
strasse, Nuernbérg, Bavaria, offers to 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
export direct or through agent bristle 
and badger shaving brushes. Firm will 
furnish samples on request. 

Toys and Games: 

Germany—Walter H. Bauer (manu- 
facturer), Wildenheid, Kreis Coburg, 
Bavaria, offers to export direct, or 
through agent, dolls, doll clothing sets, 
and plush-coated stuffed animals. Set of 
photographs available.* 

Machinery: 

Mexico—The Aztec Co. (A. en P.), 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), Avenida Fco. I. Madero No. 47, 
Office No. 501, Mexico, D. F., wishes to 
obtain agency for machinery. 

Motion-Picture Equipment: 

Israel — Goldberg Instruments, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent and commission 
merchant; manufacturer of optical 
goods), 200 Dizengoff Road, Tel Aviv, 
wishes to obtain agency for 16 mm. 
motion-picture projectors and darkroom 
equipment. 

Mexico—Albatros, S.A. (distributor of 
35 mm. and 16 mm. films and seller of 
projectors, power plants and accessor- 
ies; retailer, commission merchant), 
Ejido 9, Despacho 43, Mexico, D.F., 
wishes to obtain agency for 16 mm. pro- 
jectors, motion pictures, and accessories. 

Scientific & Technical Equipment: 

France — Equipments  Industriels 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler, agent), 
1, Rue Monticelli, Paris 14e, wishes to 
obtain agency for all types of instru- 
ments, apparatus, and equipment, suita- 
ble for scientific research and industrial 
control. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Israel — Goldberg Instruments, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent and commission 
merchant; manufacturer of optical 
goods), 200 Dizengoff Road, Tel Aviv, 
wishes to obtain agency for industrial 
controllers and recorders’ (temperature 
and pressure) and mechanical measur- 
ing tools and gages. 

Steel Products: 

Mexico—The Aztec Co. (A. en P.), 
manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), Avenida Feo. I. Madero No. 
47, Office No. 501, Mexico, D. F., wishes 
to obtain agency for steel products. 





Export Opportunities 


Foodstuffs: 

Egypt—The United Africa Commer- 
cial Co. S.A.E. (importer, distributor, 
and manufacturer’s agent), 3 Haret 
Zogheb, Cairo, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for canned pilchards. 

Germany—aAgraria Import G.m.b.H. 
(importing distributor, commission mer- 
chant), 20/26 Bankstrasse, Hamburg, 
wishes to purchase direct fresh fruits 
and vegetables, dried fruits and vegeta- 
bles, fruit juice, lard, bacon, and honey. 

Hops: 

Belgium — Walter Lamm (importer, 
exporter, and agent handling hops), 34 


avenue Armand Huysmans, Brussels, 
wishes to purchase hops. 

Metal Products: 

Belgium — La Perforation Liegeoise 
S. A. (manufacturer and exporter), 20, 
Boulevard Frere Orban; Liege, seeks 
U. S. contracts for the production of 
stampings for sale in Europe or else- 
where, either with or without manage- 
ment of sales. 

Tallow: 

Egypt—The United Africa Commer- 
cial Co. S.A.E. (importer, distributor, 
and manufacturer’s agent), 3 Haret 
Zogheb, Cairo, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and obtain agency for approxi- 
mately 25 metric: tons of tallow monthly. 





Agency Opportunities 


Electrical Equipment: 

Israel — Goldberg Instruments, Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent and commission 
merchant, manufacturer of optical 
goods), 200 Dizengoff Road, Tel Aviv, 
wishes to obtain agency for electrical 
measuring instruments, electric meters, 
and electronic equipment, 





Foreign Visitors 


Australia—Thomas J. Treloar, repre- 
senting T. J. Treloar & Co. Pty., Tam- 
worth, N.S.W, is interested in investi- 
gating the problems of small independ- 
ent department (general) stores. Sched- 
uled to arrive August 15, via New York, 
for a visit of 15 days. U.S. address: c/o 
Australian Consulate General, 636 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Chicago, New York, and San Francisco. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Belgium—K. Lindroos, representing 
Carlin, S.P.R.L. (importer and export- 
er), Place du Marais 10, Ghent, is in- 
terested in selling flax for spinning 
mills, flax tow, combings, and flax 
waste, and poplin. Scheduled to arrive 
July 20, via New York, for a visit of 40 
days. U. S. address: c/o Mrs. Odette De 
Clercq, Grandpre 235, Apt. 4, Baton 
Rouge, La. Itinerary: New York, Balti- 
more, Philadelphia, Washington, Baton 
Rouge, New Orleans, Miami, and Los 
Angeles. 

Brazil—Edmo Padilha Concalves, rep- 
resenting USINA Sao Christovao Tintas 
S. A. (importer, exporter, wholesaler, 
and manufacturer), Rua Lima Barros 
57, Rio de Janeiro, is interested in the 
purchase of zinc, lead, and synthetic 
resins, and the study of pigment grind- 
ing in oils and varnishes. Scheduled to 
arrive June 30, via Miami, for a visit 
of a month. U. S. address: c/o C. Ten- 
nant Sons & Co., 100 Park Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Wash- 
ington, St. Louis, and others. 

Lebanon—Elie Debane, representing 
Debane & Cie. (importer, wholesaler, 
commission merchant, and sales agent), 
P. O. Box 363, Rue Abdel-Malek, Beirut, 
is interested in canned foods and bever- 


ages. Scheduled to arrive July 4, via 
New York City, for a visit of a month. 
U. S. address: c/o Lever Bros. Co., 390 
Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York City, Chicago, and 
other trade centers. . 

Mexico—Jorge Zavala, representing 
Maya de Mexico, S. A. (Estampados 
Maya, S. A.), (exporter, wholesaler, and 
manufacturer), Motolinia 33, Mexico, 
D. F., is interested in marketing hand- 
blocked and hand-painted cotton, rayon, 
and silk fabrics, a$ well as men’s and 
women’s wear made of these materials. 
Scheduled to arrive during August, via 
New York, for a visit of approximately 
3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Mexican 
Consulate General, 70 Pine Street, New 
York, N. Y¥. Itinerary: New York (Au- 
gust 15 to 31) and Miami (September 
1 to 8). 


Trade Lists Available 


The Commercial Intelligence Division 
has recently published the following 
trade lists of which mimeographed cop- 
les may be obtained by firms domiciled 
in the United States from this Division 
and from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 

Automotive-Equipment Importers and Deal- 
ers—Panama. 

Business Firms—Cape Verde Islands. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Manufac- 
turers—Ceylon. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Manufac- 
turers—France. 

Motion-Picture Industry—Paraguay. 

Oil (Animal, Fish, and Vegetable) Import- 
ers, Dealers, Producers, Refiners, and Ex- 
porters—Paraguay. 

Provision Importers and Dealers—El Sal- 
vador. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, Growers, 
and Exporters—Panama 

Sources of Foreign-Credit Information and 
Brokers Who Deal in Exchange—Ceylon. 

Tanneries—India. 

Tanneries—Japan. 

Vegetable Tanning Extract Manufacturers 
and Exporters—lItaly. 








Brazil Now Major 
Producer of Ceramics 


Sao Paulo, Brazil, is now a major 
producer of ceramics. Several local 
papers have recently carried pictures of 
typical products to show why the Ex- 
port-Import Department of the Bank of 
Brazil has decided to deny import li- 
censes for tableware. In 1950 the 30 
factories in Sao Paulo State turned out 
products worth $15 million cruzeiros 
(US $750,000). Brazilian china has won 
prizes at world fairs in London, Brus- 
sels, and Paris, 

INDONESIA’S exports of gum copal 
totaled 380 metric tons, valued at 
1,143,000 rupiahs, in April 1952. Exports 
of gum damar amounted to 290 tons, 
worth 786,000 rupiahs (11.40 rupiahs= 
US$1). 








PYRITE production in Southern 
Rhodesia increased to 31,160 tons in 
1951 from 15,225 tons in 1950. Baryte 
production declined to 93 tons from 288 
in 1950, 
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Modern Rail Equipment and New 
Routes Announced for Rhodesia 


The railway transport system of 
Southern Rhodesia, adequate for the 
needs of the country up to the time of 
World War II, is now to be expanded. 

In an effort to meet the relatively 
heavy traffic demands which have 
arisen since the war ended, the railways 
have ordered a considerable quantity of 
additional equipment, and it is expected 
that the situation will be eased consid- 
erably by the end of this year. 

The Rhodesian railways and the Por- 
tugese railways in Mozambique have 
announced their decision to construct a 
new route to the coast from Bannock- 
burn in the Midlands of Southern 
Rhodesia via Pafuri and Guija to Lou- 
renco Marques. Initial construction has 
commenced and it is hoped the line will 
be in operation by 1955. This new con- 
struction should remove the necessity 
of regulating and restricting import 
traffic of the two Rhodesias through 
Beira, and should also make possible 
the export of greater quantities of as- 
bestos, chrome ore and copper metal. 

The so-called Sinoia-Kafue link, which 
would give direct access to the Copper- 
belt from Beira via Salisbury, and re- 
duce the distance by 527 miles, is being 
given second priority. A survey of the 
route to be followed is being made, and 
although the line will traverse extremely 
difficult territory in descending and as- 
cending the escarpments of the Zam- 
besi it is believed that the line could be 





Australian Stations Given 


New Radio Frequencies 


The Australian Postmaster General 
announced that to give effect to deci- 
sions reached by the Extraordinary Ad- 
ministrative Radio Conference  con- 
cluded in Geneva on December 6 last, 
at which Australia was represented, a 
new band of frequencies between 21,000 
and 21,450 kilocycles would be made 
available to Australian radio stations as 
of May 1, 1952. Similar arrangements 
were being made by both the United 
States and the New Zealand Adminis- 
trations, 


As of the same date Australian ama- 
teurs were to be deprived of the use of 
frequencies between 7,150 and 7,200 
kilocycles and 14,350 and 14,400 kilo- 
cycles. These frequencies would hence- 
forth be occupied by stations operating 
in the broadcasting and fixed services, 
respectively. 

The Postmaster General further 
Stated that the alterations were neces- 
Sary to implement the frequency alloca- 
tion table agreed upon by the Atlantic 
(1947) Radio Conference, 
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completed by 1960 if construction starts 
in 1955. This projected line would also 
tie in with the construction of the dam 
and hydroelectric power installation 
planned for Kariba Gorge on the Zam- 
besi. 

The railway transport system of 
Southern Rhodesia now provides trans- 
portation to and from the colony via 
Umtali on the Portugese border to 
Beira, and via Bulawayo and Mafeking 
to Vryburg in the Union of South Africa. 
In addition to Southern Rhodesia, it 
serves the eastern strip of Bechuana- 
land and Northern Rhodesia. It connects 
with the Belgian Congo railway system 
at the Northern Rhodesia-Congo border, 
and thus forms a rail link to the At- 
lantic coast at Lobito Bay. 





Bavaria To Finance 
Rail Electrification 


The Bavarian Ministry of Transport 
has announced that as the Landtag 
has granted a loan of 143,500,000 Deut- 
sche marks (1DM=US$0.238) for the 
Bundesbahn project, work could begin 
on the electrification of the Nuremberg- 
Wuerzburg stretch. Conversion of the 
line between Nuremberg-Fuerth and 
Aschaffenburg to electric service will 
take about 5 years, according to plans 
of the Bundesbahn, It is estimated that 
about 6,000 persons will be steadily em- 
ployed on the project itself and in the 
various industries supplying construc- 
tion materials. Inasmuch as wages will 
represent 75 percent of the cost of the 
electrification project, an intensive la- 
bor-procurement program will be neces- 
sary. 

A steam power plant of the Bayern- 
werk A. G. will be erected at Aschaffen- 
burg to supply the electric current for 
the line. It is estimated that the Bund- 
esbahn will save 270,000 tons of valu- 
able coal yearly, now used by steam 
engines, plus an additional 8,000 tons 
which is consumed transporting the coal 
from the Ruhr district. Altogether 
this will mean a savings of almost 
7,000,000 Deutsche marks annually. 

Railroad officials say that after the 
conversion to electricity freight trains 
can be operated on schedules at least 
40 percent faster. Using the recently 
electrified Regensburg-Nuremberg 
stretch as an example, they estimate 
that rail traffic can be almost doubled 
after electrification has been completed. 
This speeding up of rail traffic will also 
relieve the congested inland port of 
Aschaffenburg and Wuerzburg, where 
bottlenecks have developed because of 
the overloading of the main section of 


- the railroad, 





Guatemalan Railways 
Need Modernization 


Conditions were unfavorable to both 
of Guatemala’s railways in 1951. The 
29-mile Verapaz Railway continued to 
deteriorate under Government manage- 
ment to a point where it was econom- 
ically insignificant. Only a substantial 
investment to modernize the equipment 
would restore its operating efficiency, 
and the Government showed no dispo- 
sition to provide the needed funds. 


The International Railways of Cen- 
tral America (IRCA), whose operating 
costs for several years have increased 
more rapidly than its revenues, was 
placed in a difficult position in Septem- 
ber 1951 after hurricanes destroyed 
nearly all the United Fruit Company’s 
plantations at Tiquisate on the Pacific 
coast, and thus reduced banana ship- 
ments and deprived the railway of a high 
percentage of its cargo and revenue. The 
line’s managemenf took all the e¢on- 
omy measures possible but owing to 
the opposition of the railway labor un- 
ion corresponding reductions in _ per- 
sonnel were not made. At the end of 
1951 IRCA’s prospects were dark but 
they improved appreciably in March 
1952 when the United Fruit Co. re- 
solved its disputes with the Tiquisate 
labor union and began to rehabilitate 
the Tiquisate plantations. 


Official statistics show that 3,858,400 
passengers traveled by rail in 1951, an 
increase of 31,700 over the number in 
1950. IRCA’s loss of United Fruit Co. 
freight, however, caused a decline in 
total revenues from passengers and 
freight, which official statistics show 
as $8,946,200, compared with $9,826,- 
700 for 1950. 





Rail Expansion Plan 
Announced for India 


The Ministry of Railways has 
formulated the rolling stock program 
of Indian railways for 1953-54, states 
the Indian press. 


The program represents the third 
annual phase of rehabilitation and calls 
for an expenditure of approximately 
42 crores of rupees (1 rupee =US$0.21; 
1 crore = 10,000,000 rupees) on the 
acquisition of 245 locomotives, 1,100 
coaches, and 11,000 wagons, besides 
certain other items, such as boilers, 
cranes, and ferries. 

The provision for new coaches con- 
tinues to receive the most careful at- 
tention for improving the standard of 
service to the traveling public. 

The procurement arrangements for 
this program have been planned to 
take up the indigenous capacity to the 
maximum extent possible. The residue 
will be procured from overseas. 
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Canada Plans Gas 
Pipeline to Coast 


According to the Canadian press, the 
Board of Transport Commissioners in 
Ottawa on June 14 gave conditional ap- 
proval to Westcoast Transmission Com- 
pany Ltd. to build a C$111,240,000 not- 
ural gas pipeline from the Peace River 
district to the Pacific Coast, providing 
gas reserves are found sufficient for 
such a line. At the same time the 
Board dismissed applications of three 
other companies for permission to build 
natural gas pipelines in western 
Canada and shelved indefinitely the 
applications of two others. 

The three applications dismissed 
were from the Alberta Natural Gas 
Company, Ltd., Prairie Transmission 
Ltd. and Champion Pipeline. All had 
proposed to pipe gas from Alberta’s 
Pincher Creek field into southern Brit- 
ish Columbia and the United States 
Pacific Northwest (the proposed mar- 
kets of Westcoast Transmission Com- 
pany Ltd.). 

Applications of Trans-Canada Pipe- 
line Ltd. and Western Pipe Line Ltd. 
to build lines eastward from the Pin- 
cher Creek field were adjourned indef- 
initely. The Chief Commissioner said 


European Air-Coach 
Service Set as Goal 


The International Air Transport 
Association Conference held May 13 
through May 30 in Argentina accom- 
plished a great deal of useful routine 
work, although few important 
changes were made in world aviation. 

This conference was not limited 
to regional matters. Its principal 
achievement was an agreement on 
inauguration of air-coach service in 
Europe during 1953 at an approxi- 
mately 20 to 25 percent reduction 
from existing first-class fares. For- 
mation of a Middle Atlantic Working 
Group to reconsider the entire Middle 
Atlantic rate structure before the 
next IATA Conference was another 
important step taken at the meeting. 

Most of the conference’s accom- 
plishments consisted of revalidations, 
extensions, or amendments of exist- 
ing resolutions. The amendments 
were aimed primarily at ironing out 
inequities and reducing friction be- 
tween various carriers serving the 
same areas. Several rate increases or 
reductions, usually no more than 5 
percent, were made to bring interna- 
tional fares into line with cabotage 
or regional rates in South America, 
Europe, and the Near East. 





the applications could be reopened if 
the companies received Alberta’s per- 
mission to export gas (which was re- 
fused inthe spring. Trans-Canada 
Pipelines planned to pipe gas across the 
prairies to Ontario and Quebec. West- 
ern Pipe Line planned to pipe gas into 
Winnipeg and St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
Minn. 





Jet Plane Service 
To Pakistan Planned 


Jet plane passenger service to Kara- 
chi, Pakistan, is expected to be avail- 
able on one international airline in the 
next 3 months. British Overseas Air- 
ways Corporation (BOAC) announced 
that trial flights to Pakistan and the 
Far East would be resumed in June, 
and that regular service should begin 
in July or August. The flights are ex- 
pected to be biweekly between London 
and Singapore, with stops at Delhi, Cal- 
cutta, and Bangkok, as well as Karachi. 

Little difficulty is expected in hand- 
ling jet planes at Karachi, traffic den- 
sity at the main airport being relatively 
low. An alternative landing field at 
Nawabshah, 100 miles from Karachi, is 
available and generally can be used 
when weather conditions do not permit 
landing at Karachi Airport. Addi- 
tionally, air navigational facilities at 
Jiwani from the west and Jodphur from 
the east makes these ideally situated 
“let-down” points for jet operations, ac- 
cording to the Director General of 
Civil Aviation, 
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Helsinki Municipal Airport 


Nears Completion 


Work on the new municipal Seutula 
Airport, 10 kilometers from Helsinki, 
is expected to be completed in time to 


handle the heavy -Olympic air traffic 
this summer. The main runway of this 
airport is 60 meters wide and 2,000 
meters long and can accommodate the 
largest commercial planes. 


Fuel Oil Storage Tanks 
To Be Built in Auckland 


Three new storage tanks for fuel oil, 
one of which will be the largest in the 
Dominion, are to be installed by the 
British Petroleum Co. of New Zealand, 
Ltd., at its ocean terminal at Mechanics’ 
Bay, Auckland. The tanks will be built 
on an acre of land near existing instal- 
lations at an estimated cost of more 
than £70,000. 


The largest tank will be 116 feet in 
diameter and 43 feet high and will have 
a capacity of 10,000 tons, or 2'% million 
gallons. The other two tanks will have 
diameters of 82 feet 6 inches and 50 
feet, and capacities of 5,000 tons and 
3,000 tons, respectively. They will each 
be 40 feet high. Construction of the 
three new tanks will require about 400 
tons of steel, all of which is now on the 
site, 





Australian Transport 
Expense Emphasized 


In an address delivered at the 48th 
Annual Conference of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of Australia 
held on June 2, 1952, W. J. Allison, 
president of the Associated Chambers 
stated that the tremendous part of na- 
tional expenditure diverted to transport 
is not generally realized. 

In 1949-50 gross national expendi- 
ture, excluding capital expenditure, was 
£2,063,000,000. In the same year esti- 
mated expenditure on all forms of 
transport was £840,000,000 or 40 per- 


‘ cent of national expenditure. On a ton- 


mile basis, roads carried 38.9 percent, 
of freight in 1949-50, railways 31.1 
percent, coastal shipping 29.9 percent, 
and a relatively small amount moved 
by air. The Australian railway sys- 
tems. showed total deficits, including 
interest on capital, for the last 3 years 
as follows: 1948-49, £8,900,000; 1949-50, 
£12,900,000; and 1950-51, £18,000,000. 
Road, rail, and sea transport are com- 
plementary; the weak link is the rail- 
ways. During and since the war there 
has been widespread deterioration of 
rolling stock with little replacement. 
The diversity of gages continues a 
grave problem. 


New Airline Will Link 
Orient, South America 


Initial plans have been completed for 
the establishment of an international 
airline between the Orient and South 
America via San Francisco as a joint 
enterprise of the California Eastern 
Airline and the Osaka Shosen Kaisha 
(OSK), a Japanese steamship line. 


California Eastern, under a 10-year 
contract with OSK, will supply the 
necessary aircraft equipment, communi- 
cation facilities, and maintenance per- 
sonnel at various terminals. It is be- 
lieved that OSK will provide capital 
and all operating facilities and services 
in Japan, . 

The line, which is to be called the 
Japanese International World Airlines, 
will connect Tokyo with Rio de Janeiro 
via Wake Island, Honolulu, San Fran- 
cisco, Mexico City, Panama, and other 
points. Service reportedly was to start 
some time after the Japanese Peace 
Treaty became effective, 





Mexico Improves Airport 

The Mexican Government is building 
a paved runway near the present air- 
port in La Paz, Baja California. It is 
to be 4,200 feet long and will enable 
four-motored planes to stop at La Paz 
in all kinds of weather. Runway lights 
and radio service will also be installed. 
The runway should be ready for use in 
July or shortly thereafter, 
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Colombia Gas Plant, 
Refinery Planned 


The Bogota representative of the Co- 
lombian Petroleum Company states that 
that company plans to start construc- 
tion later this year of a plant to treat 
the wet gas produced at its Barco Con- 
cession. The plant will be designed to 
process 1,000,000 cubic feet of gas daily. 
It is expected that the plant will produce 
1,500 barrels of natural gasoline and 
butane, which will be used to stabilize 
the gasoline produced in its refinery 
and to mix with the crude that it 
exports, 

It is estimated the plant will cost 
$5,000,000, all of which will be financed 
by the Company. 

Also to be constructed along with the 
gas plant will be a new refinery consist- 
ing of a simple topping unit of 2,000 
barrels per day capacity. The refinery 
will be located at the Tibu Field and 
will replace the present 1,000 barrels 
per day installation located at Petrolea. 
Bids have been invited of several Amer- 
ican construction firms and offers have 
already been received from two of them. 


alee To Install New Rails 


The National Railways of Mexico has 
announced that it will replace the 75 
pound rails between Irapuato and Aguas- 
calientes with 112 pound rails in order 
to remedy the frequent delays and de- 
railments occurring on this stretch of 
the railroad. The new rails are reported 
to be of European origin and are said 
to be of Rew 2 fine quainy. 


Cuba Studies Improvement 





Of Radio Communications 


The Minister of Communications and 
Transport of Cuba has signed a resolu- 
tion establishing a Technical Advisory 
Committee to study and recommend 
ways and means to improve radio com- 
munications in the Cuban Republic. This 
group will be headed by the Director 
of Radio and will include the Inspector 
General of Radio, Chief of the Office of 
Technical Electronics, and Chief of the 
Office of Radio Licenses. 


The committee has been asked to 
recommend measures that will insure 
compliance with the International Tele- 
communications Convention of Atlantic 
City and subsequent agreements, the 
North American Regional Broadcasting 
Agreement (NARBA), and the Inter- 
American Radio Agreement. 

Two members of the Committee have 
indicated that the group would meet to 
recommend that discontinuance of the 
use by amateurs of the wave band ex- 
tending from 14,350 kilocycles to 14,400 
kilocycles and the band be assigned to 
the fixed services. Cuba has one fixed 
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assignment in the band 21,000 to 21,450 
kilocycles, and this assignment (21,428 
kilocycles licensed to Press Wireless of 
Cuba) will be deleted in order to open 
up the band for the use of radio ama- 
teurs. 


The Cuban Government has been in- 
formed of U. S. notifications in the band 
14,350 to 14,400 kilocycles. It is stated 
that Cuba will also file a number of 
registrations in this band. 


Portuguese Shipping to 
Philippines Resumed 


The 11,400-ton Portuguese motorship 
India, a new passenger-cargo liner of 
the Compania Nacional de Navegacao 
of Lisbon, recently arrived in Manila 
Harbor on its maiden voyage, the first 
Portuguese vessel to arrive since the 
Philippines became an independent re- 
public. 

The India has luxurious accommoda- 
tions for 64 first-class passengers, 31 
second-class, 78 third-class, as well as 
for 224 steerage class. On its first out- 
ward voyage from Lisbon the vessel 
called at Antwerp, Rotterdam, Ham- 
burg, Port Said, Suez, Colombo, and 
Singapore. 

After a short stay in Manila to take 
on passengers and Philippine export 
products, the Jndia sailed for the return 
voyage. The general agent of the Por- 
tuguese Line in the Philippines is the 
De La Rama Lines. 

The M. S. Timor, a sistership of the 
M. S. India, was scheduled to leave 
Lisbon for the Philippines shortly, and 
was expected to dock in Manila Harbor 
before the end of July. 
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First German Flag Vessel 
Calls at Peruvian Port 


The first German-flag vessel to call 
at a Peruvian port since World War II 
recently arrived at Callao with 6,650 
tons of portland cement for the Peru- 
vian Government. The vessel, bearing 
the name Berlin and registered at Ham- 
burg, is owned and .operated by the 
Hugo Stinnes Co. It was purchased from 
the Swedish-flag Johnson Line in 1950. 
The Berlin, after calling at a southern 
Peruvian port to discharge additional 
cement, was to proceed to Valparaiso, 
Chile, to load nitrates, return to Callao 
for minerals, and then sail to New York 
for coal before returning to Germany. 





India Plans Air Service 
To Indonesia, Hong Kong 


Bharat Airways Ltd., a scheduled air- 
line, has been granted permission by 
the Air Transport Licensing Board of 
the Government of India, to extend its 
weekly service on the Calcutta-Bang- 
kok-Singapore route to Djakarta 
(Indonesia). 

Permission to operate .an air service 
on the Calcutta-Rangoon-Bangkok-Hong 
Kong route has also been given to 
Bharat Airways. This new service is 
expected to start in the near future. 
Skymaster aircraft. will be used by 
Bharat Airways on both the Indonesia 
and Hong Kong services. 





PRODUCTION of rare-earth salts, a 
valuable export item, was resumed by 
the Treibach Chemical Works, Austria, 
in 1951. 








U. S. Nationals Are Told How To 
File Claims Under Japanese Treaty 


The Department of State has announced that in order to assist American 
nationals who desire to file applications under the Japanese peace treaty 
for the return of their property in Japan or claims for compensation, it has 
prepared a memorandum explaining the manner in which such applications 
or claims should be prepared and filed. 


A copy of the memorandum is being sent to all American nationals 
who have indicated a desire to file applications for the return of property 
or claims for compensation. American nationals who desire to file such ap- 
plications or claims but have not previously communicated with the Depart- 
ment of State may obtain copies of the memorandum from the Office of the 
Legal Adviser, Department of State, Washington 25, D. C. 


Applications for the return of property must be submitted by the U. S. 
Government to the Japanese Government before January 28, 1953. Claims 
for compensation must be submitted on or before October 28, 1953. To insure 
proper consideration of applications and claims, they should be filed with the 
Department of State as soon as possible. 

Under Article 15 (a) of the peace treaty between the Allied Powers and 
Japan, which came into force on April 28, 1952, the Japanese Goverment is 
required to return all property of Allied Powers and their nationals within 
the present territorial limits of Japan, and in cases where such property was 
within Japan on December 7, 1941, and cannot be returned or has been 
damaged, to provide compensation to property owners for their loss or dam- 
age sustained as a result of the war within Japan in accordance with terms 
of Japan’s Allied Powers Property Compensation Law. 











—————— 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








Heavy Bookings Show Keen 
Interest In Trade Exhibits 


Gratifying increases—both in attend- 
ance and in orders booked—has been 
recorded at trade fairs and exhibitions 
held so far this year in various parts of 
the world. Evidence of this fact is 
given in the following summary of in- 
formation on a number of fairs which 
took place this spring and summer: 


Denmark 

The 1952 Danish Internationi Fair, 
Copenhagen, was held again in two 
sections—the Technical Fair, March 29- 
April 16, and the Commercial Fair, 
April 25-May 4. Attendance approxi- 
mated 125,000. Products of some 488 
firms from 13 countries were displayed 
in 295 stands. The total value of orders 
booked was estimated at 55 million 
crowns (1 Danish crown=US$0.1447)— 
about twice the amount of business re- 
ported for the 1951 Fair, The 1953 In- 
ternational Fair again will be held in 
Copenhagen; the ‘Technical Fair is 
scheduled for March 20-29 and the Com- 
mercial Fair, April 10-19. Interested 
firms may contact the International 
Messe, Forum, Kobenhavn V. Denmark. 

Italy 

The International Automobile Show, 
which took place in Turin, April 23- 
May 4, was reported to have been high- 
ly successful. Over 400 exhibitors made 
up of 57 manufacturers of cars, trucks, 
and related products took part, and 
many other firms desiring to exhibit 
could not be admitted for lack of space. 
Nearly 200,000 square feet of space was 
booked. Among the exhibits were 20 
U. S. automobile makes, 15 British, 10 
Italian, 7 German, and 5 French. Also 
shown were trucks and chassis, bodies, 
trailers, special appliances for indus- 
trial and commercial vehicles, acces- 
sories and spare parts, fuel and lubri- 
eants. 

Some 420,000 visitors came from most 
of the Italian Provinces and from 
abroad, especially Switzerland. Ameri- 
can cars, imported for the exhibition 
and sold, were Kaiser, Henry J, Cadil- 
lac, and Oldsmobile. Many sales for 
future deliveries were reported. Also 
numerous meetings of the automobile 
and related trades were held in Turin 
during the Show. Additional data on 
these annual shows were published in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, August 6 
and December 24, 1951. Further in- 
formation can be obtained from the In- 
ternational Automobile Show, Turin, 


Italy. 
Japan 
The Eastern Japan Trade Fair, which 
took place at the Yokohama Foreign 
Trade Institute, Nippon Odori, Naka- 
Ku, Yokohama, June 2-7, was spon- 
sored jointly by the Kanagawa Prefec- 
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tural Government and the East Japan 
Foreign Trade Promotion Council. This 
exhibition was held for the benefit of 
exporters, importers, buyers, and the 
general public, and to permit the ex- 
change of ideas among Japanese manu- 
facturers. Some 24 metropolitan and 
preiectural governments participated. 
The Fair was organized into seven com- 
modity classifications. Each item on 
display was tagged with fairly com- 
plete information as to the manufactur- 
ing company, address of factory or 
agent, number of units produced per 
month, cost of unit for export f.o.b. 
factory or port of exportation. Many 
Japanese agents of foreign importers 
were among the visitors at the Fair. 
Further data may be obtained from 
the sponsors located at Yokohama, 
Japan. 
Netherlands 


The first International Agricultural, 
Dairy, Fisheries and Technical Fair, 
Utrecht, May 1-7, was reported a suc- 
cess. Attendance totaled 60,000 and in- 
cluded nearly 1,400 visitors from 26 
countries. Some 700 firms represent- 
ing 15 countries took part, including 11 
from the United States. Among the 
sales made were machines for Turkey; 
500 units of vacuum brake installations 
for agricultural vehicles, dozens of 
tractors, 80 trailers; a complete instal- 
lation for a dairy plant, potato digging 


and spraying machines, poultry-farm- . 


ing equipment, and chickens for South 
Africa. Announcement of this show 
was published in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, November 19, 1951. An ex- 
panded second International Agricul- 
tural Fair will be held at The Hague in 
June 1953, in conjunction with the In- 
ternational Dairy Congress. Interested 
firms may contact the Royal Nether- 
lands Industries Fair, Utrecht, Nether- 
lands, the organizers. 


Pakistan 

The second Pakistan International 
Industries Fair, held in Karachi, March 
5-April 14, reported an attendance of 
1,805,000. Countries having their own 
pavilions were Austria, China, Czecho- 
slovakia, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Holland, Pakistan, Spain, Syria, United 
Kingdom, United States, Vietnam, and 
Yugoslavia. Products of Japan, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and 
Switzerland were exhibited either by 
manufacturers or their local agents. 
Consumer goods and machinery on ex- 
hibition attracted many industrialists, 
businessmen, and government officials. 
Among the numerous transactions con- 
cluded at the Fair were the purchase of 
some 300 French looms for the manu- 
facture of gunny sacks and of some 


light and heavy equipment, as well as 
firearms from Spain. Plans are re- 
ported being made for the next Pakis- 
tan International Industries Fair for 
1954 or 1955. 
Sweden 

The thirty-fifth Swedish Industries 
Fair was held at Goteborg, May 17-25. 
Foreign countries officially participated 
in the Fair for the first time this year. 
A record number of 840 firms, includ- 
ing 50 Danish and Norwegian firms 
took part, as compared with 790 exclu- 
sively Swedish firms in 1951. More than 
160,000 persons, including 30,500 regis- 
tered buyers and about 600 foreign visi- 
tors attended the Fair as compared 
with 144,000 in 1951. Among the ex- 
hibits were machinery, tools, and house- 
hold articles. The management was 
well pleased with the results of this 
year’s Fair, and plans to expand the 
“Swedish Industries Fair’ in 1953 into 
a Scandinavian Spring Fair in May and 
an International Fair in autumn. 
American firms may participate in the 
autumn Fair. Interested firms may 
contact the Swedish Industries Fair, 
Goteborg, Sweden. 


United States 

San Francisco's fiifth annual World 
Trade Fair was staged in the Palace 
Hotel, May 21-25, as part of that city’s 
World Trade Weék celebration. In the 
70 ‘booths comprising the Fair were 
displayed products and services of 
more than 200 exhibitors from 20 coun- 
tries. Among the exhibits were Philip- 
pine beer, Korean handicrafts, Western 
German field glasses, French fabrics, 
Dutch chocolate, candy and ham, and 
the products of some 50 Japanese ex- 
porters. Approximately 50,000 persons 
attended. A number of exhibitors re- 
ported good business results and agency 
connections were discussed. Further 
data on this and on the next Fair, in 
May 1953, may be obtained from the 
Fair Management, 607 Market Street, 
Room 305, San Francisco 5, Calif, 





Utrecht Fair Invites 
Visits by U. S. Groups 


A plan for organizing group 
visits to the International Trade 
Fair, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 
September 2-11 was recently an- 
nounced by the Netherlands 
Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States, Inc., to encourage 
greater U. S. attendance. The 
Chamber at 41 East 42d Street, 
New York 17, N. Y. will arrange 
transportation, hotel and other 
reservations as well as trips to 
manufacturing plants on behalf of 
the participants, and bilingual 
employees will be present to act 
as interpreters, if desired. Inter- 
ested persons should contact the 
Netherlands Chamber. 
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Manila Extends Tax 
On Liquor, Tobacco 


Percentage sales taxes, excise taxes 
on liquors and tobacco, and certain 
stamp taxes, all due to expire Decem- 
ber 31, 1952, were extended until June 
30, 1953, by legislation passed in the 
recent session of the Philippine Con- 
gress and signed by President Quirino. 
The three laws, Republic Acts 588, 589, 
and 567, respectively, became effective 
in September 1950 among other tempo- 
rary measures to increase revenues. 
Their extension was considered neces- 
sary as part of current efforts to main- 
tain a balanced budget. 

R. A. 588 provided for increases in 
taxes on sales of both domestic and 
imported products and also raised per- 
centage taxes on brokers and contrac- 
tors and fixed taxes on business. R. A, 
589 raised the specific taxes on cigars 
and cigarettes, distilled spirits, wines, 
fermented liquors, firecrackers, and 
playing cards, while R. A. 567 provided 


higher rates for documentary stamp 
taxes, 


a 


LAM. « «- 
Claims Deadline Set 


Claims on the Cuban floating debt 
are to be filed within the 180 working 
days beginning June 20, 1952, accord- 
ing to the Official Gazette of June 19. 
The floating debt consists of debts con- 
tracted by the Government prior to 
October 10, 1940. 


Claims must be typewritten and sub- 
mitted in duplicate by registered mail 
or in person to the Committee for 
Depurating and Liquidating the Float- 
ing Debt, Director of the Secretariat, 





Registries and Archives of the Tribunal 
of Accounts, Calle No. 23 No. 55, Veda- 
do, Habana. Claims should contain the 
name and address of the original credi- 
tor; name of the Government agency 
which contracted the debt; the nature, 
date, and amount of the debt; and a 
list of the documents attached. If the 
applicant is an heir, assignee, attorney, 
or legal representative of the original 
creditor, the name and address of the 
applicant should be included. If the 
claim arose from dismissal from office, 
the applicant must state his place of 
birth and the names of his parents. 
Each application may contain no more 
than one claim. Categories of claims 
are defined as: Personnel; pension or re- 
tirement; materials and supplies; execu- 
tion of projects; purchase and lease of 
real property and condemnation pro- 
ceedings; subsidies and assignments; 
and reimbursements, returns, and in- 
demnities. 


Rural Free Delivery Set 


The Cuban Government established 
rural free-delivery mail service, effec- 
tive July 1, and increased the cost of 
ordinary postage rates to countries in 
the Postal Union of the Americas by 1 
cent to defray the cost of the new serv- 
ice. The new rates are: For ordinary 
first-class mail, 3 cents per ounce; post- 
cards, 2 cents; and registration fee, 10 
cents plus postage. The new service 
marks a great advance for rural areas, 
which, in contrast to Habana and the 
provincial capitals, have long suffered 
from a lack of regular mail delivery. 
While some motorized equipment may 
later be employed, present plans call for 
the use of horse and-rider almost exclu- 
sively because of the lack of roads and 
the general inaccessibility of many of 
the island’s rural sections. 


Registration Renewal Required 


Commission agents representing for- 
eign firms are required to renew their 
certificates of registration and identity 
between June 1 and August 31, 1952, 
states a Ministry of Commerce Resolu- 
tion dated May 30 and published in the 
Official Gazette of June 11, 1952. The 
renewal must be applied for on the 
official form provided by the Ministry, 
and the application must state the full 
identification of the foreign firms repre- 
sented by the agent in Cuba, the ar- 
ticles or products exported by said 
firms to Cuba, and the brands or com- 
mercial trade-marks of said articles and 
products. The resolution also requires 
that the commission agents keep up to 
date the lists of their foreign principals 
and advise the Directorate of Com- 
merce under oath of any new firms they 
represent as well as those they cease 
representing within 5 days of the 
change. 


JAPAN ...- 


Investment Law Amended 

A recent amendment to the foreign 
investment law provides that foreign 
investor may withdraw capital at the 
miximum rate of 20 percent annually 
after a period of 2 years of continuous 
investment. Under previous. legislation 
no provision had been made for repay- 
ment of principal in foreign exchange, 
although remittance of dividends in, for- 
eign exchange had been guaranteed. This 
latest of a series of amendments liberal- 
izing Japan’s investment law (Law Con- 
cerning Foreign Investment, No. 163 of 
1950) was passed by the Diet on June 
19, 1952, effective July 1, 1952. Details 
of the amendment will be published as 
soon as received. 








Paris Fair Breaks 


All Past Records 


The 1952 International Trade Fair 
held in Paris, May 17-June 2, was par- 
ticularly outstanding in that an all-time 
high of nearly 3,000,000 persons visited 
the Fair and a record 11,008 firms partic- 
ipated. The previous record was in 1951 
when there were 2,500,000 visitors and 
10,750 exhibitors. The management ad- 
vises that the number of foreign visitors 
in 1952 was substantially more than the 
22,000 registered in 1951. 

Thirty-three foreign countries par- 
ticipated in this Fair, 14 having col- 
lective national stands. Some 1,800 for- 
eign firms were represented by French 
agents, as compared with 1,654 in 1951. 


Among the countries most heavily rep- 


resented were Germany, Italy, the 
United States, Great Britain, Greece, 
the Netherlands, and Switzerland, 
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The 1952 Paris Fair exhibits covered 


an extremely wide range of commodi- 
ties. Among the most prominent dis- 
plays were construction and _ public- 
works equipment, machinery, furniture, 
office equipment and supplies, sports 
goods and camping equipment, house- 
hold and industrial electrical appliances, 
agriculture equipment, chemical prod- 
ucts, plastic and rubber goods, art in- 
dustries, refrigeration, toys, radio and 
television, food products and food in- 
dustry equipment. Exhibitors of con- 
struction and public-works equipment, 
industrial electrical appliances, and plas- 
tic products manufacturing machinery 
among others were reported to have ex- 
pressed particular satisfaction with the 
demand for their products. 

The value and importance of the 
Paris Fair to French and American 
trade and its contribution to world 
peace were highlighted at a _ special 
luncheon on “American Day,” May 19, 
by the Paris Fair Committee. Among 
the guests were U. S. diplomatic repre- 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


_sentatives, members of the American 


business community in Paris, and a group 
of 30 businessmen from the States, mak- 
ing up the Mid-America Tour, who were 
visiting a number of European fairs. 
Further data on this Fair and infor- 
mation on the 1953 event may be ob- 
tained either directly from George 
Lecomte, Chairman of the Directing 
Committee, Foire Internationale de 
Paris, 23 Rue Notre-Dame-des-Victoires, 
Paris 11 c., France; or through the 
French Chamber of Commerce, 630 
Fifth Avenue, New York, 20. N. Y. 


Bombay Exhibit Postponed 


The International Radio and Elec- 
tronics Exhibition scheduled for No- 
vember 1952 in Bombay, India, has been 
postponed indefinitely, the American 
Consulate at Bombay reports. 

Information on this event was pub- 
lished in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 28 and November 5, 1951, and 
February 1, 1952. 
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British Footwear Consumption Lags; 
Manufacturers Reduce Production 


Footwear consumption in Great Brit- 
ain in the period October 1951-March 
1952, was disappointingly low, particu- 
larly of men’s shoes. Retail stocks of 
footwear were 30 percent higher in 
value in March than a year earlier, even 
allowing for the advance in prices last 
summer. This drop in consumption 
caused manufacturers to reduce pro- 
duction of civilian shoes, although the 
Government placed contracts for 2,000,- 
000 pairs of Service footwear. 


Approximately 50 percent of footwear 
manufactured in the United Kingdom 
carries a purchase tax since adoption 
of the Douglas report, and the amount 
of tax increases with the value of the 
shoes. Formerly 98 percent of shoe 
manufactures were tax-free. 


Footwear imports into U. K. for the 
period October 1951-March 1952 to 
taled 193,420 dozen pairs, 9 percent 
higher than in the comparable period of 
1950-51, when 183,343 dozen pairs were 
imported. Exports of footwear of all 
types in the same period, including slip- 
pers, house shoes, overshoes, and san- 
dals, dropped to 606,357 dozen pairs 
from 658,743, a decrease of 9 percent. 
This drop was particularly disappoint- 
ing, as exports to the United States, 
Canada, and Belgium—all hard-currency 
countries—declined. 

It has been announced that under 
reciprocal arrangements a St. Louis 
firm will market in the U. K. and Can- 
ada shoes manufactured by a Leicester 
producer. The U. K. firm will distribute 
throughout the British Isles women’s 
shoes produced by the U. S. firm. 

Leather markets reflected the reduc- 
tion of footwear consumption and many 
tanneries were forced to reduce staff 
and shut down for a number of days 
each week. During the 6 months under 
review there was a ready market for 
only best-quality leather, but quanti- 
ties were small owing to the reduction 
in hide purchases after the market be- 
gan to fall last summer. Leathers of les- 
ser quality could be sold only at prices 
well below replacement costs, and prices 
continually dropped. The leather indus- 
try experienced the keenest competition 
it has encountered since before the war. 
Tanners, fearful of a further reduction 
in consumption of leather goods, were 
disappointed at the imposition of tax 
on footwear. They had been hoping for 
some relief of the 100-percent levy im- 
posed on leather goods not considered 
utility. 

Suede leather tanned by a new pro- 
cess which.renders the suede water- 
proof was introduced during this period. 

Imports of dressed and undressed 
leather showed a substantial drop. On 
March 12 further import restrictions 


were imposed and general licenses were 
withdrawn for a number of articles, in- 
cluding sole leather, although supplies 
from the sterling area countries re- 
mained fully importable. For the sec- 
ond half of 1952 value of imports of 
handbags, trunks, saddlery, etc., whether 
made of leather or imitation leather will 
be limited to £110,000. 


Leather exports, particularly to the 
U. S., Canada, and Sweden, declined 
sharply. The fall in lining leathers was 
particularly severe, and the limitation 
imposed by the Australian Government 
on leather imports to 60 percent of 1951 
imports was disappointing. 





Automotive Products 
Argentina Exhibits Models 


A small sedan, a station wagon, and 
a pick-up truck—prototypes of the three 
projected models—were exhibited dur- 
ing May, demonstrating the Argentine 
Government’s attempt to create a do- 
mestic automobile industry. 


The three vehicles appeared to be 
well-built and of attractive design. 
Principal attention has been focused 
on the two-door four-passenger sedan 
which closely resembles the German 
DKW car. Equipped with a two-cycle, 
two-cylinder 23-horsepower water- 
cooled motor rated for 4,500 revolutions 
per minute, it is officially reported to 
develop a speed of 63 miles per hour 
and to run about 35 miles on a gallon 
of gasoline and oil mixture. Although no 
price has been set for the sedan, Presi- 
dent Peron has used the figure of 
30,000 pesos (about $2,000) in a recent 
press conference. 

The goal of 5,000 sedan units to be 
built in the Government’s former air- 
craft plant at Cordoba has been set for 
the current year. However, bottlenecks 
of materials and equipment for the pro- 
duction of component parts are ex- 
pected to limit production to not more 
than 500 units. 





Chemicals 


China Has Fluorspar Reserves 
The People’s Atlas, published by the 
Ya Kuang Geographical Society of 
Shanghai, says China’s fluorspar re- 
serves total more than 2,000,000 tons, 
and are mostly in Chekiang. It esti- 
mates production of fluorspar at 5,000 
to 10,000 metrie tons annually. 
Colombia Sprays Boll Weevil 
Airplane spraying produced good re- 
sults against the boll weevil, which was 
causing serious damage in the Depart- 
ment of Atlantico, Colombia, near the 


Sinu cotton area. The pink bollworm 
was active in the upper Magdalena dis- 
trict in Tolima, but control measures 
there were not effective. 


Germany Ups Pyrite Output 

Monthly average production of py- 
rites in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many was 48,423 metric tons in the 
first quarter of 1952, compared with 
an average of 44,461 tons in the year 
1951. The principal deposit is near Meg- 
gen, and is worked by the mine Sachtle- 
ben A.G. for the mining and chemical 
industry. The mine itself does not roast 
the ore. Another deposit is near Pfaf- 
fenreuth in Upper Pfalz. 


French Sulfuric Output Drops 

French production of sulfurie acid 
dropped to 98,300 metric tons in April 
from 109,100 tons in March, according 
to statistics of the Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce. The monthly average in 
the first quarter of 1952 was 117,200 
tons, whereas it was 122,600 tons in 
the year 1951. 


Italy’s Methane Plentiful 

The first national exhibition and 
technical-economic conference on me- 
thane will be held in Piacenza, Italy, 
in September. The country has large 
resources of this material, which are 
considered one of the bright spots in 
its chemical industry and a _ possible 
basis for large-scale manufacture of 
organic chemicals. 


Iraq Expands Chemical Imports 

Iraq’s imports of chemical and phar- 
maceutical products increased to 1,312,- 
830 dinars in 1951 from 806,110 in 1950, 
according to unofficial sources (1 dinar 
= US$2.80, par value). 


Japan Plans More Fertilizer 

Two Japanese fertilizer products, am- 
monium sulfate and urea, have possibil- 
ities in future export trade, The in- 
creased output of calcium cyanamide 
is expected to be absorbed by the do- 
mestic market. Expanded electric power 
facilities will improve the ‘fertilizer in- 
dustry’s position. 

Phosphate rock is one of Japan’s 
largest imports by volume. Imports of 
this material increased to 1,044,000 
metric tons, valued at $24,000,000, in 
1951 from 983,000 tons ($19,000,000) 
in 1950. 

Mexico Uses Insect Control 

The black-fruit-fly plague has been 
found in the city of Vera Cruz, Mexico. 
It appeared earlier in the State, in the 
Coatepec-Jalapa-Xico citrus region, but 
had been considered under control, 
Sprays which were effective in the first 
outbreak are being used and it also 
is planned to make a nation-wide sur- 
vey to determine whether there are 
other centers of infection, so that a 
campaign to exterminate the pest can 
be undertaken. 

Mexican Sulfur Output May Rise 

Production of sulfur in Mexico is 
estimated at 50,000 metric tons in 1952. 
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However, output might be greater if 
attempts to explcit salt domes in the 
Isthmus of Tehuantepec are successful. 
The recovery plant of Petroleos Mexi- 
canos in Poza Rica produced 11,165 
tons of sulfur in the first quarter of 
1952. 


Indonesian Industry Active 


The area planted in cinchona in Indo- 
nesia varied little throughout 1951 from 
the 10,103 hectares reported at the be- 
ginning and the end of the year (1 hec- 
tare = 2.471 acres). Area mature for 
cutting, however, increased to 6,192 hec- 
tares in December, a 30-percent gain 
over the beginning of 1951. Off-state 
shipments of bark for delivery to the 
Bandung Quinine Factory totaled 2,153 
tons, while bark shipped off estates for 
export totaled 7,220 tons. Stocks of cin- 
chona bark increased during most of 
1951, but dropped to 2,644 tons in De- 
cember, substantially the same as at 
the beginning of the year. 

Of state production of commercial 
crops for export in 1951, cinchona bark 
totaled 9,114 metric tons, against 5,670 
tons in 1950, 6,513 in 1949, and 10,955 
in 1938. 

Exports of cinchona bark reached 
7,612 tons in 1951, or more than triple 
the 1950 figure of 2,466 tons. The Neth- 
erlands took 6,314 tons (including: ton- 
nage for re-export), or 80 percent. Ship- 
ments of ,.907 tons were made to the 
United Kingdom, 307 tons to Italy, 89 
to Germany, and 2 to Egypt. 

Quinine exports in 1951 amounted to 
288 gross tons or 57 net tons, a 43-per- 
cent increase in gross weight but a 
10-percent decrease in net weight from 
1950 exports of 201 gross tons or 63 
net tons, respectively. Almost all the 
1951 exports went to Far Eastern 
destinations. Hongkong received 51 tons, 
or 90 percent (by net weight); India, 
3 tons; and Thailand, 1 ton. Smaller 
amounts went to New Zealand, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Burma, Paki- 
stan, Penang, and Malaya. Shipments 
to Hongkong dropped off after March 
1951 and ceased during July-August. 
Small shipments to Hong Kong were 
recorded in September and October, but 
none in November and December. For 
the first time in postwar years, exports 
of quinine went to the U. S. S. R.— 
107 net kilograms in May 1951. 


Medicinal Imports Mount 


Medicinal and pharmaceutical prepa- 
rations imported into Indonesia in 1951 
amounted to 62,200 metric tons com- 
pared with 47,216 tons in 1950. The 
total value of such imports was 96,- 
097,000 rupiahs in 1951 and 48,519,000 
rupiahs in 1950 (1 rupiah = US$0.26). 
The United States share of this trade 
in 1951 was 13,431 metric tons (25,975,- 
000 rupiahs) and, in 1950, 14,610 tons 
(14,132,000 rupiahs), 

Veterinary Vaccine Output Rises 

The number of pigs, goats, and sheep 
in Indonesia is now above prewar, but 
that of cattle, buffaloes, and horses is 
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less, according to the Livestock Service 
of the Ministry of Agriculture. Live- 
stock plans put into action in 1951 
included the opening of new poultry 
stations in Central Java and South 
Celebes to serve as demonstration 
centers for local poultry improvement; 
and expansion of the campaign against 
Newcastle disease of poultry, using vac- 
cine supplies produced in an increasing 
amount at the Government laboratory 
in Bogor, West Java. Plans for the 
future provide for development of the 
Island of Madura as a grassland cattle- 
production area and Bawean Island for 
goat production, as well as for a new 
Livestock Service laboratory to produce 
vaccine against foot-and-mouth disease 
of cattle, with assistance from the Food 
and Agricultural Organization and the 
Mutual Security Agency. 


Toilet Preparations—Imports Up 

Indonesian imports of toilet prepara- 
tions in 1951 totaled 3,421 metric tons, 
contrasted with 1,699 tons in 1950. The 
1951 value of these imports amounted to 
11,627,000 rupiahs, compared with 4,- 
306,000 rupiahs in 1950. 





Paraguay Has New Factory 


According to a foreign source, a Swiss 
company is completing the installation 
of a factory in Paraguay to manufacture 
pharmaceuticals. It will include a lab- 
oratory for research, particularly to 
determine what indigenous plants are 
suitable for industrialization. 


Foodstuffs 
Algerian Citrus Crop Normal 


Algeria’s production and exports of 
citrus fruit in the 1951-52 season, esti- 
mated at 2,800,000 and 2,030,000 metric 
quintals, respectively, fell somewhat be- 
low early estimates and were not much 
over the figures for 1950-51. (1 metric 
quintal = 220.46 pounds.) Climatic 
factors were favorable and the condi- 
tion of both trees and fruit was all 
that could be expected. Prices received 
by citrus-fruit producers were equiva- 
lent to those obtained in 1950-51, al- 
though selling prices at French ports 
in 1952 averaged about 20 percent high- 
er than during the preceding season. 


Australia’s Dairy Stocks Low 


Prospects for milk production in Aus- 
tralia during 1952 are fair. Production 
may be somewhat higher than the 
1,102,627,000 gallons produced in 1951. 

Stocks of dairy products for export 
were small at the beginning of April 
and exports to nonsterling countries 
were restricted. Australia is just about 
out of the export of cheese and con- 
densary products for a number of 
months. The season of high production, 
during which stocks are normally built 
up and exported is over for the current 
fiscal year and it will not be until Sep- 
tember or October that sizable sup- 
plies may be available. 
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Indian Cashew Market Firm 

The 1952 Indian cashew-nut crop is 
provisionally estimated at 43,000 long 
tons of unsfelled nuts, as. compared 
with 45,000 tons in 1951. 


Probable imports into India of un- 
shelled nuts from the 1952 East Afri- 
can crop are estimated by South Indian 
trade sources at 52,000 long tons. Apart . 
from the 52,000 tons of unshelled cash- 
ews to be imported into India from 
East Africa it is believed the Portu- 
guese Government has allotted about 
10,000 tons from the 1952 East African 
crop for possible shelling by African 
processors. 

Exports of cashew kernels from India 
in 1951 amounted to 23,289 tons valued 
at 96,664,226 rupees as compared with 
22,071 tons valued at 70,064,034 rupees 
in 1950. (1 rupee=about $0.21 in U. S. 
currency.) Of 1951 exports, U. S. took 
about 17,369 tons valued at 73,911,459 
rupees, and U. K. took 4,570 tons valued 
at 16,869,153 rupees. The remainder 
went to several countries. In 1950 U. S. 
took 17,979 tons valued at 57,992,237 
rupees and U. K. purchased 3,064 tons 
valued at 8,693,521 rupees. 

Despite a fall in demand for cashew 
kernels from the U. S. shippers are con- 
fident that the kernel market in India 
will continue to rule firm in view of 
the late arrival and prevailing high 
prices for African and Indian raw nuts 
and the short fall in the 1952 Indian 
crop. Another factor that may tend to 
boost kernel prices is the increased de- 
mand anticipated from U. K. Trade 
sources expect that U. K. will be a po- 
tential competitor of U. S. in the im- 
portation of cashew kernels in the not 
too far distant future. 


Ireland Imports Butter 


During the first quarter of 1952 sub- 
stantial imports of. butter, or 106,480 
hundredweight, were necessary to main- 
tain the ration in Ireland. The export 
market for other dairy products, notable 
cheese; dried and condensed mi‘', and 
chocolate crumb, was not sacrificed to 
increase butter production irom avaii- 
able milk supplies. 


Thus the export market for Irish 
dairy products apparently is considered 
worthy of maintenance, even to the 
extent of importing butter. it is aiso 
believed capable of considerable ex- 
pansion if Irish milk production can be 
put on a profitable productive basis. 
Achievement of this objective involves 
some profound adjustments in the agri- 
cultural economy which were only in 
the discussion stage at the beginning 
of June 1952. 


Japan’s Grain Outlook Good 
Sharp improvement in Japan’s pros- 
pects for. production of the three most 
important grains, wheat, barley, and 
naked barley, is indicated. As of June 
1, 1952, for all Japan the growing con- 
(Continued on Page 20) 
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dition of wheat was reported at 107 
percent of normal; barley, 112 percent; 
and naked barley, 102 percent. The 
combined output of these gerops is indi- 
cated at almost 3,500,000 metric tons. 
Such production would be the second 
highest on record, only 4 percent be- 
low that of 1951. 


Lebanon Has Good Citrus Crop 


Citrus production in Lebanon in 1951- 
52 is estimated at 80,000 metric tons, 
as compared with 72,000 tons in 1950- 
51. Production of sweet oranges and 
lemons increased 10 to 15 percent, 
whereas production of minor varieties 
is reported as the same as last year. 


Demonstrations of new methods of 
harvesting and marketing citrus fruit 
were made in different parts of the 
country by the marketing expert of the 
Point IV agricultural mission. Fruit- 
picking bags and citrus clippers were 
loaned to some citrus growers for the 
season. Use of this equipment will re- 
duce the high percentage of decay in 
exported fruit. Lebanese citrus growers 
have shown much interest in this equip- 
ment. 


Leather and Products 


French Industry Curtailed 


There has been no let-up in the diffi- 
culties experienced by the tanneries in 
Rhone. There is also considerable un- 
employment of leather workers and 
most tanneries in Isere are operating 
at less than 40 hours weekly. Prevail- 
ing conditions have forced one of the 
largest tanneries in Lyon to file a bank- 
ruptcy petition, 





Machinery 


German Exports Increase ~ 


Exports of machinery from the Ger- 
man Federal Republic in 1951 were 70 
percent greater in volume and 90 per- 
cent higher in value than in 1950, ac- 
cording tq a report given at a stock- 
holder’s meeting by a top executive of 
DEMAG A.G., a leading German pro- 
ducer of heavy machinery. The $600,- 
000,000 worth of machinery exported in 
1951 constituted 17 percent of total ex- 
ports; one-third of German machinery 
produced in 1951 was exported, a higher 
percentage than in any previous post- 
war year. Despite this trend, German 
exports accounted for only 13 percent 
of the world trade in machinery, com- 
pared with 14.5 percent in 1938. Al- 
though total machinery exports in- 
creased greatly, shipments to the Soviet 
Bloc declined to $7,000,000 in 1951 from 
$25,000,000 in 1950, a drop of 70 percent. 

The DEMAG official pointed out that 
recent German price increases had re- 
sulted in numerous cancellations of or- 
ders and threatened to make German 
machinery too expensive for world 
markets. The prices of DEMAG’s prod- 
ucts in June 1952, he said, were about 
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35 percent higher than in 1950, and 
275 percent higher than before the war. 
The recent increases were necessitated 
by higher prices for coal and steel and 
by wage increases. 


New Sugar Mill for Venezuela 


A new completely automatic 2,000-ton 
sugar mill costing $5,000,000 recently 
went into operation near La Victoria, 
Aragua, Venezuela. This mill is equip- 
ped with machinery bought in U. S. 
and is operated by Venezuelan labor. 
The product manufactured is said to 
meet soft-beverage specifications. 


The Chief of the Sugar Division of 
the Venezuelan Development Corpora- 
tion has restudied plans for the pro- 
posed Rio Turbio Central. Specifications 
on which bids will be asked propose a 
reduction of the mill’s size to 2,000 tons 
from the 3,500 to 4,000-ton capacity pre- 
viously quoted. 





Naval Stores 


French Rosin Demand Slackens 


The French domestic market for 
rosin was dull in the first part of 1952 
and the opening of the new season in 
May did not improve the situation. Tur- 
pentine was in a better position in the 
first quarter, but the trend has been 
downward since that time. 


The trade considers that stocks of 
rosin will be large enough to meet all 
normal domestic demand and provide a 
surplus of about 4,000 metric tons for 
export. However, because of high prices 
of the French product, keen competi- 
tion, and a slackening in demand, it 
is believed that there will be no large- 
scale exports of rosin to Germany, 
Brazil, or other foreign countries unless 
the market changes suddenly. No orders 
for, rosin for export were booked in 
April or May, except approximately 100 
tons sold to Germany under a barter ar- 
rangement, but not yet shipped. 


Netherlands Rosin Demand Dull 


Consumers of Portuguese gum rosin 
in the Netherlands are expecting a fur- 
ther drop in prices and so continue to 
buy in small quantities. The demand 
for United States wood rosin also is dull 
and dollar allocations for the importa- 
tion of this product in the first half of 
1952 were not fully used. No dollars are 
allocated for the purchase of gum rosin, 
turpentine, and tall oil. The limited 
market for turpentine has been supplied 
mostly by the U. S. S. R. 





Paints and Pigments 
Portugal’s Pigment Output Drops 


Production of titanium-bearing ilme- 
nite in Portugal dropped to 34 metric 
tons in 1951 from 48 tons in 1950, How- 
ever, the output of mixed cassiterite 
and ilmenite (containing 17 percent ti- 
tanium dioxide) rose from 60 to 410 


tons after resumption of large-scale 
mining by a tin company. Stocks of 
ilmenite are now more than 1,000 tons. 





Pulp and Paper 
Brazil To Produce Wood Pulp 


Two companies were formed in Brazil 
during 1951 to utilize the large stands 
of eucalyptus trees in that country for 
the manufacture of high-grade wood 
cellulose (chemical wood pulp). Al- 
though production will not take place 
until 1954 or later, completion of these 
projects is expected to make Brazil 
at least partially independent of for- 
eign sources for its supply of wood 
pulp for the paper and rayon industries, 

Brazil’s 1950 imports of pulp for pa- 
per manufacture alone amounted to 
over 145,000 short tons. 


New Projects in Vancouver 


A recent goodwill tour by U. S. offi- 
cials stationed in Canada included sev- 
eral new pulp and paper enterprises. 
Among those visited was the Columbia 
Cellulose Co., a subsidiary of the Cel- 
anese Corp., on Prince Rupert Island 
which reportedly has made excellent 
progress during the past year and now 
has a good dock, substantial unloading 
equipment, a number of well-built shops 
and warehouses, and a 10-mile road, 
costing $2,000,000, leading to the site 
of the powerhouse. The party also in- 
spected the newly completed $40,000,- 
000 newsprint mill of the Elk Falls Co., 
Ltd., at Duncan Bay, Courtney, owned 
jointly by Pacific Mills, Ltd., and the 
Canadian Western Lumber Co., Ltd. 
This mill has an estimated annual out- 
put of 75,000 tons of newsprint. Al- 
though it has begun operations it will 
not open formally until September. A 
dock constructed alongside the plant 
will permit loading directly into ocean 
freighters. The company has plans for 
a sulfate pulp mill in addition to its 
newsprint mill. Another mill visited was 
that of the McMillan Pulp Co., at Na- 
naimo, a town of 15,000 population, 
which is now producting 260 tons of 
bleached sulfate pulp daily and is being 
expanded at a cost of $21,000,000 to 
permit a daily production of 570 tons. 


Finnish Export Trade Quiet 

The Finnish export trade in pulp and 
paper (except newsprint) was relatively 
quiet during the first half of 1952, as 
compared with the like period of 1951. 
Even sales of pulpwood and pit props, 
which were at record levels during the 
first quarter of 1952, began to slow 
down markedly. 

The prospect is that Finland’s im- 
ports will be drastically reduced in 
coming months to bring them in line 
with the country’s reduced export pos- 
sibilities. 

Norway Protests Price Fall 

The second quarter of 1952 witnessed 
a continuation of falling prices for pulp 
and paper products as well as a decline 
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EXPORT SUPPLY DEVELOPMENTS 


Foreign Demand for U. S. Pesticides 
Soars; Mexico Is Biggest Buyer 


In the first six months of this year, 
17,374,905 pounds of conditioned sulfur, 
used primarily for crop dusting, were 
licensed for export by OIT. 

In the same period, OIT also licensed 
a total of 81,144,620 pounds of formula- 
tions containing 20 per cent or more 
sulfur, for cotton dusting. 

The largest quantities were licensed 
for export to Mexico, which received a 
total of 9,587,620 pounds of conditioned 
sulfur and 41,273,485 pounds of formu- 
Jations containing 20 per cent or more 
sulfur. Licensed exports to Brazil, 
Peru, Syria, and Egypt were next in 
order of size. 


To conserve sulfur, exports of these 
commodities are limited to specified 
quotas. Though it has been possible to 
meet the most essential export require- 
ments under the quotas, it has not been 
possible to keep pace with the growing 
foreign demand for U. S. insecticides. 

Increased knowledge of the highly ef- 
fective preparations which American 
manufacturers have developed in recent 
years to prevent crop devastation has 
led to a greatly increased demand for 
U. S. inseeticides and fungicides in for- 
eign countries. In addition, increased 
crop acreage, particularly cotton, has 
brought about a larger demand for U. S. 





insecticides in some countries. Egypt 


and Mexico, for instance, almost dou- 
bled their cotton acreages between 1949 
and 1951. 


Widespread insect infestation in some 
countries also is resulting in greater 
demand. For example, Syria, having 
lost an estimated 60 per cent of its cot- 
ton crop last year for lack of sufficient 
pesticides, this year is turning to U. S. 
and European sources for large ton- 
nages of cotton dust. 


This growth in demand is reflected 
in the 186 per cent increase in exports 
of all types of agricultural insecticides 
and fungicides from the United States 
to countries other than Canada in 1951 
as compared with 1949. Exports in 1951 
totaled 153,212,000 pounds, and 53,551,- 
000 pounds in 1949. It is estimated that 
cotton dust may have accounted for as 
much as 75 per cent of these quantities. 





in quantities shipped from Norway. At 
the end of May U. K. lowered third- 
quarter chemical pulp price ceilings 
20 percent below those of the second 
quarter. Despite a Norwegian request 
for reconsideration, reportedly little 
success in securing a modification of 
British ceilings is anticipated, 

Meanwhile the Norwegian industry 
continues an active campaign for aboli- 
tion of export taxes. 


Prices Announced in Sweden 


The maximum paper pulp prices of 
U. K. during the third quarter of 1952 
have been made public in Sweden. The 
price of bleached sulfite is about 1,071 
crowns a metric ton and that of 
bleached sulfate about 1,083 crowns. 
The price of unbleached sulfite is set 
at 926 crowns, unbleached sulfate at 
868 crowns, and mechanical pulp at 538 
crowns. All prices quoted are c.i.f. Brit- 
ish east coast. These prices are about 
20 percent below maximum prices for 
the second quarter. 

The Swedish Minister of Commerce 
has announced that sales made at or 
below British maximum prices _ prob- 
ably will be freed from the export- 
price equalization fee. Thus the Swedish 
exporter will not suffer greatly from 
the reduced prices. The Swedish press 
in general expresses the opinion that 
maximum prices will remain unchanged 
during the fourth quarter. 


U. S. Import Values 

Total U. S. imports of paper and 
paper-base stocks in the year 1951 were 
valued at $957,700,000 and represented 
the third most valuable group of com- 
modities entering the United States, 
following coffee and nonferrous metals. 

Imports of paper-base stocks (pulp- 
wood, wood pulp, waste paper etc.) dur- 
ing the first 4 months of 1952 were 
valued at $119,100,000 as compared with 
$123,900,000 in the like period of 1951, 
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a drop of 4 percent. 

Imports of paper and manufactures 
were valued at $184,800,000 during Jan- 
uary-April 1952, as against $167,100,- 
000 in the corresponding period of 1951, 
un advance of 10 percent, 


——._— 


Radio and Television 
Austrian Radio Exports Fall 


The Austrian radio industry turned 
out 235,000 units in 1951, of which 10 
percent—mostly high quality instru- 
ments—was exported. The value of 
these exports was 18,000,000 schillings 
for radio sets and 10,500.000 schillings 
for spare parts (1 shilling=$0.0486). 
The most important customers were 
Turkey, Argentina, Switzerland, Egypt, 
Greece, Western Germany, Sweden, and 
Yugoslavia. 

Export orders dropped considerably 
when prices soared in early 1951. West- 
ern Germany, which had placed 8,000,- 
000 schillings’ worth of orders with 
Austrian radio factories a year ago, 
has now almost stopped buying radios 
from Austria. Western Germany itself 
produces radio sets which are priced 
30 percent lower than most Austrian 
products. Prices of British and Swedish 
radio sets are 10 to 20 percent lower. 
In international markets Germany, 
which produced 350,000 sets for export 
in 1951, is now one of Austria’s most 
serious competitors. 

TV Company Formed in U. K. 

A new British company (not yet 
named) is being formed to provide spon- 
sored television programs. It will repre- 
sent collaboration between two large 
manufacturers of sound and TV equip- 
ment, film producers, and business in- 
terests. 

Television receivers in use in the 
United Kingdom at the end of April 
1952 totaled 1,480,144, and radio re- 
ceivers, 11,263,327. » 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


Rubber and Products 


Fees Aid German Buna Producers 

The German (Federal Republic) Buna 
production, which was seriously threat- 
ened by the drop of world-market 


* prices of natural rubber, has been pro- 


tected by recently introduced equaliza- 
tion fees. Consumers of natural rubber, 
rubber latex, and of imported artificial 
rubber of the types GR-S and Polysar §S, 
must pay 0.20 Deutsche mark per kilo- 
gram ($0.48 per 2.2 pounds) to the 
Price Equalization Office of the 
Chemie-Treuhand G.m.b.H., Frankfort 
am Main. Out of this fund consumers 
of domestic artificial rubber are sub- 
sidized with 2.10 Deutsche marks 
($0.50) per kilogram. 

It is believed that the equalization 
fees will act as an incentive for the 
production of Buna and that the re- 
sulting lowering of domestic prices will 
eventually render the equalization sys- 
tem unnecessary. 


—_—— 


Tobacco 


Mexican Prospects Good 


Leaf-tobacco production in Mexico in 
1952 is expected to be good. Estimates 
of 1951 and 1952 crops are made by us- 
ing figures supplied by the largest to- 
bacco leaf buyer in Mexico who is be- 
lieved to handle 80 percent of the na- 
tional production. Production of all 
grades of tobacco in the 1950-51 sea- 
son was estimated at 27,800 metric 
tons. The 1951-52 crop, which is prac- 
tically all contracted, is estimated at 
about 27,000 tons. 

At the beginning of April 1952, manu- 
facturers had on hand 35,000 tons of 
raw tobacco, enough to supply the fac- 
tories for about 20 months. The manu- 
facturers can increase stocks to a maxi- 
mum of about 30 months if a better- 
than-average crop increases the supply. 
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Controls on Buty! 
Rubber Relaxed 


Exports of Government-produced 
butyl (GRI) rubber will be licensed 
against an export quota of 2,500 long 
tons in the third quarter. 


Easing of the supply of this type of 
synthetic rubber now permits limited 
exports to be resumed after more than 
two years in which no butyl was li- 
censed for export. 

Butyl is used primarily to make inner 
tubes and, to a lesser extent, it has 
found its way into other uses. 

Applications for licenses to export 
butyl should be filed on the regular li- 
cense application form IT-419. OIT 
will send each exporter whose applica- 
tion is approved an export license au- 
thorizing him to ship a specified quan- 
tity of butyl. 

Receipt of the license will entitle the 
licensee to apply to the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation for a permit to 
purchase that quantity of butyl from 
an RFC plant. Requests for such pur- 
chase permits should be addressed to 
the Synthetic Rubber Division, Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation, 811 Ver- 
mont Avenue, N. W., Washington 25, 
D. C, In making the request, the li- 
censee should furnish RFC with the 
number and issuance date of his ex- 
port license. 





Exports Now Require 
Less Priority Aid 


The general improvement in domestic 
supplies and the return to a free dis- 
tribution system in many commodities 
has resulted in less need for priority as- 
sistance for exports. The number of 
requests for assistance received by OIT 
within the past several months has no- 
ticeably diminished. Those received are 
eoncentrated in the few commodity 
groups which are sfill in tight supply. 
There is every reason to believe that 
this trend will continue and that in the 
near future only a few bottle-neck items 
will require assistance for export. 

One of OIT’s principal problems with 
regard to export licensing is to coordi- 
nate export restrictions with the re- 
moval or liberalization of domestic con- 
trols which reflect improved supply sit- 
uations. In a number of instances ap- 
propriate relaxation of export controls 
has already been effected. 

It is planned to continue this policy 
and to follow closely upon the heels of 
NPA decontrol action either by request- 
ing increases in quantitative quotas, 
shifting from quantitative to open-end 
quotas, removing quota control entirely, 
or if security considerations permit, re- 
moving a specific commodity from the 
Positive List. 
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Use of New Form To 
Aid Export Traders 


A new form has been devised for 
exporters to use in inquiring about the 
status of pending applications. The 
form provides space for uniform and 
complete information needed by OIT 
to handle status checks promptly. In 
addition, it provides space for OIT’s 
reply. Among the principal advantages 
to be derived from the use of the form 
will be the elimination of many form 
letters now used in replying to status 
inquiries and the necessity for referring 
such inquiries back to exporters for 
further details. Copies of the form will 
be available soon at the Department of 
Commerce field offices, 


Modern Tool Plant 
To Open at Tel Aviv 


The most modern. precision tool fac- 
tory in the Middle East—the $750,000 
plant of the Precision Tool and Die 
Company, Ltd., Tel Aviv., established by 
the Bulova Foundation of New York— 
will begin operations this month. 

Substantial orders for a variety of 
precision tools and dies are already on 
hand from numerous Israel manufac- 
turers. Initial raw materials required, 
as well as grinding and milling ma- 
chines, lathes, presses and hardening 
equipment have been shipped from the 
United States. 

The technical management of the 
plant is in the hands of Edmund Krauss, 
an Israeli with ten years experience in 
precision industries in the United 
States. His staff will include other 
Israel and American experts. 








Argentina To Import 
200,000 Tons Wheat 


The Argentine Trade Promotion 
Institue (IAPI) has asked the prin- 
cipal grain firms of Argentina to sub- 
mit tenders for the immediate impor- 
tation of wheat up to a total of 200,- 
000 metric tons, according to trade 
sources. The grain firms were asked 
to accept Argentine export products, 
such as corn, in exchange for the 
wheat, thus making the operation a 
barter deal from IAPI’s point of 
view. The Government has decided 
against the direct purchase of wheat, 
even though ample gold reserves are 
available, in order not to publicize 
the seriousness of the effects of the 
recent droughts and agricultural pol- 
icies which have resulted in a wheat 
deficit of approximately 700,000 tons 
corepared with normal consumption, 











Possible Trade-Mark 


Infringements, Munich 


Notice of applications to register the 
following trade-marks appeared in the 
June 14, 1952, issue of the Waren- 
zeichenblatt, official publication of the 
German Patent Office. Those listed be- 
low are suspected of infringing on iden- 
tical or similar U. S. trade-marks. Oppo- 
sition should be filed within 3 months 
of the date of the above publication. 

The trade-mark, applicant, and class 
of goods are as follows: 

Parasept—Bernd Conzen, Duessel- 
dorf-Reisholz, Toenistrasse 29—Phar - 
maceutical preparations; chemical prod- 
ucts for medicinal and hygienic pur- 
poses; insecticides and weed killers; dis- 
infectants; food preservatives. 

Paratex—Paratex G.m.b.H., Schwaeb- 
isch Gmuend, Lorcherstr. 135—Elastic 
fabrics (woven and braided). 

Komet—Otto Ernst Stiehl, Solingen, 
Mummstr, 49—Cutlery. 

Niagara — Bauer-Werke G.m.b.H., 
Klein-Auheim/Main, Brueder-Bauer-Str. 
25—Bicycles; bicycle frames; motor- 
cycles. 

Atlas—Rixe & Co. G.m.b.H., Brake bei 
Bielefeld, Nr. 244— Bicycles; motor- 
cycles; motor bicycles, and parts there- 
of; bicycle, motorcycle and motor bi- 
cycle frames. 

Samson—Willi Lohmann, Berlin W. 
35, Potsdamer Str. 148—Dental appara- 
tus, instruments, and equipment. 

Niagara—Friedrich Koester vorm., J. 
M. Voss Maschinenfabrik, Rechelshof 
bei Heide (Holst.)—Horizontal cone 
propeller pump with diaphragm pump 
and other accessories. 

Pilet—Karl Seeger G.m.b.H., Offen- 
bach/M., Luisenstr. 51—Leather goods. 

Superior—Fa. F. Seennecken, Bonn, 
Kirschallee 1-3—Pens; fountain pens. 


U. S. TB Drugs Stir 


Interest in Peru 

The development in the United States 
of new anti-tuberculosis drugs has 
stirred intense public interest in Peru, 
particularly in the coastal areas where 
the disease is found. 

As a result, the Ministry of Public 
Health and Social Welfare issued a reso- 
lution dated June 9 authorizing the im- 
portation of anti-tuberculosis drugs de- 
rived from iso-nicotinic acid, subject to 
existing registration requirements for 
pharmaceutical specialties. 

The new resolution accords the new 
drugs the same duty exemptions given 
certain other pharmaceuticals by De- 
cree-Law 11234, that is, freedom from 
all import duties and surcharges except 
a 6 percent ad valorem tax established 
by Law 5604 (see FCW of March 20, 
1950 for announcement of Decree-Law 
11234). In addition, the new measure 
provides that the sale to the public of 
the new anti-tuberculosis drugs may be 
made only under doctors’ prescriptions. 
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Licensing of Cotton 
Linters Reported 


A total of 459,056 bales of cotton 
linters and pulp (bleached linters) was 
licénsed for export between August 1, 
1951, the beginning of the current crop 
year, and July 7, 1952. This quantity 
covers 220,067 bales of raw linters and 


238,989- bales of pulp for export to 24 
countries, 


Of the total, 14,942 bales were li- 
censed since May 7, 1952, when licens- 
ing figures were last reported, and July 
7. Raw linters made up 99.8 percent ot 
this quantity. 

About 96 percent—13,841 bales—of 
the raw linters licensed since May 7 


_ Was approved for export to France. Li- 


censes also were granted for 367 raw 
linters for Belgium and 257 bales for 
Germany. 

Most of the pulp licensed in the past 
two months also was for export to 


EXPORT SUPPLY DEVELOPMENTS 


France. The amount licensed to that 
country totaled 269 bales, compared 
with 98 bales for The Netherlands, 49 
bales for Italy, 33 bales for Cuba, and 
28 bales for Japan. 





LUXEMBOURG’S production of basic 
slag, a byproduct of the steel industry, 
increased to 614,870 metric tons in 1951 
from 486,885 tons in 1950. The principal 
foreign buyers were Western Germany, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Austria, and 
Eastern Germany. 





LATIN AMERICAN EXCHANGE RATES 


NOTE: Averages are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar, with the following exceptions: The 


peso of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the 
dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar. 













































































































Average rate Latest available quotations 
' - Unit 
Country quoted Tepe of onchange 1949 1950 1952 Approximate Rate 
(annual) (annual) Mar. Rate equivalent in U 1952 
: currency 
? 
Argentina PeSQ........000+ | RSE RE 1 ene erm @) 27.50 7.50 7.50 $0.1333 Jun. 15 
| Preferential ..............:.00.00...: @) 25.00 5.00 5.00 .2000 Do. 
Free market............ (@) 214.04 *14.01 14.03 .0712 Do. 
Bolivia....,....... Boliviano...... ae a ae 42.42 360.60 60.60 60.60 .0165 Mar. 4 
eee 4111.50 5101.00 101.00 101.00 -0099 Do. 
|e EEE STI eee es 101.66 161.50 *195.00 195.00 .0051 Do. 
Brazil.............| Cruzeiro........ A See Sear 18.72 18.72 18.72 18.72 .0534 Jun. 30 
| ERS ES | EEE 6 ae Ss 31.10 31.10 31.10 31.10 .0322 May 31 
i Banking market................. 43.10 43.10 43.10 43.10 .0232 Do. 
§ Provisional commercial ®. 60.10 60.10 60.10 0166 Do. 
’ Special commercial........... 750.00 50.00 50.00 .0200 Do. 
Free market (curb)........... 79.00 91.04 104.70 126.00 .0079 Do 
} Colombia.......) Peso.............. Bank of Republic *........... 1.96 1.96 —_——- sa 
' aint: dtd SES 2.51 2.51 3984 Jun. 30 
Costa Rica....| Colon.............. oh CE Se 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 1764 May 31 
Uncontrolled.........c..ccseee. 7.91 8.77 7.00 6.75 .1481 Do. 
Ecuador........ BUCTC......0000000.. Central Bank (official)..... 13.50 13.50 15.15 15.15 .0660 Apr. 28 
RS ees es 17.63 18.36 17.53 17.45 .0573 Do. 
Honduras.....| Lempira........] Offlicia..........cccccccccoccccesscecensees 2.04 2.02 2.02 2.02 4950 Jun. 30 
Mexico........... oat Th cs nee ceroriviunbneaank 18.65 8.65 8.65 8.65 1156 Do. 
Nicaragua....| Cordoba........ il AIRES et ETE 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 2000 Apr. 30 
LPL es ae 27.00 7.00 7.00 1429 Do. 
Sa igs el ES 7.14 6.92 97.25 7.25 1379 Do. 
Paraguay... Guarani......... ra A ilitiienscccphinine 6.00 6.00 1667 May 31 
eR tS —— ——- 9.00 9.00 1111 Do 
Ce a ae 32.50 30.00 .0333 Do. 
UA steratosact Gh... ides Exchange certificate......... 17.7 14.85 15.30 15.50 » 0645 May 21 
' See NS Fo 15.54 15.41 15.82 .0632 _ Do. 
Salvador.., ee RE EI 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 , -4000 May 31 
Uruguay........) Peso............. Cv ecnpnccennscsseesentlseul 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 -5263 Do. 
| Commercial free................. 142.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 4082 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade..... 2.77 2.61 2.66 ~ ae .8759 Do. 
f Venezuela.....| Bolivar......... | Controlled .........cccseccssssesseees 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Jun. 30 
{ | I cacti Ri eecnctrpes 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Do. 
1 See explanatory notes for rate structure. 
2 Average consists of September through December quotations; rate was established August 28, 1950. 
* Average consists of April through December quotations; rate established April 8, 1950. 
* Average consists of October through December quotations; rate established Octeber 24, 1949. 
* Average consists of March through December quotations; rate established February 25, 1950. 
*New rate established January 10, 1950. 
‘Established July 25, 1950; average for August through December, 
* See explanatory notes. New basic rate established March 20, 1951. 
* January/November. New rate (15.15) established December 1, -1950 
” July/December. Selling rate in effect throughout country since July 1, 1950. 
11 Average consists of quotations from June 17, 1949, through December $1, 1949. 
2 November/December. Rate established November 9, 1950. 
% New rate established March 5, 1951. See explanatory notes. 
i “ Established October 5, 1949. Average for 1949 includes October, November, and December quotations. 
' * Bolivia curb rate as of March 4, 1952; Argentine and Nicaraguan rates as of the end of March. 


(For explanation of rates, see notes in May 5, 1952, issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly.) 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


New Quotas Govern Brazil Coffee Exports 


As a means of controlling the export 
of its largest dollar earner, the Brazil- 
ian Government has for some time 
maintained a port quota system for cof- 
fee exports. On June 3, 1952, the Min- 
istry of Finance issued an administra- 
tive order governing the movement of 
the 1952-53 crop from the producing 
areas to the ports of embarkation. The 
monthly quotas set up by the regula- 
tions for each producing State will re- 
sult in the release of about 60 percent 
of the crop (or 1,528,600 bags per 
month) during the first half of the 
season and 40 percent (or 994,100 bags 
per month in the second half. Unlike 
previous regulations’ on the subject, the 
new order establishes definite quanti- 
ties to be released each month from 
each State. 

Maximum port stocks are provided 
for, but no reference is made to the pos- 
sibility of increasing the monthly quotas 
if port stocks are reduced to such a 
low level that exporters could not fill 
their delivery contracts. The quota for 
release of coffee to the port of Rio for 
the 1952-53 season is about 2,675,230 
bags as compared with 5,000,000 bags 
released to Rio in the 1951-52 season. 
This appears to penalize the port of Rio, 
but provision is made for a monthly re- 
adjustment to be made in accordance 
with the forwarding of coffee to the 
various ports. The Brazilian officials 
are reported to have assured exporters 


BERMUDA ... 
Dollar Imports Tightened 


Cast-iron soil pipe. and galvanized 
nails can no longer be imported from 
the United States and Canada, having 
been deleted from the list of items per- 
mitted importation by Government No- 
tice No. 198-1952 (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly of June 16, 1952). The 
deletion was made through Government 
Notice No. 225-1952, dated May 20, 
1952, published in the Bermuda Official 
Gazette of May 24. 

Government Notice No. 266-1952, pub- 
lished in the Gazette of June 28, pro- 
hibits importation of electric dehumidi- 
fiers from dollar countries. 


BRAZIL... 
Import Controls Tightened 


Applicants for licenses to import 
medicine into Brazil must now present 
proof to the Export-Import Department 
of the Bank of Brazil that they have 
been accredited by the National Medi- 
cine Control Service or some similar 
State-maintained organization to trade 
in pharmaceuticals in the country. This 
requirement was issued by the Bank as 
order No. 285 of June 11, 1952, pub- 
lished in the Diario oficial of June 14. 
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that there will be considerable flexibil- 
ity in application of the regulations. 
The main object is to spread the exports 
of coffee over the full season. 


Import licenses must be obtained for 
goods classified as luxury or semilux- 
ury goods (i.e., autos, frigidaires, elec- 
trical appliances, rugs, jewelry, cos- 
metics, perfume, etc.), or which are lo- 
cally produced (i.e., textiles, yarns, 
glass products, toys, shoes, and other 
leather articles). 


As only a few European countries 
(plus Saudi Arabia) have payments 
agreements with Egypt, it is expected 
that these new restrictions will fall 
particularly on imports from the ster- 
ling area and Italy. 

The Ministry of Finance has an- 
nounced that if the sterling situation 
does not improve, imports from the 
sterling area would again be subjected 
to the import-licensing system in effect 
between July 1947 and March 1948, and 
later suspended when Egypt’s sterling 
position improved. On the other hand, 
some of the new restrictions would be 
lifted if the sterling situation should 
become healthier. 


CANADA sees 


Chemical Duties Increased 


Duties on certain chemicals imported 
from the United States will be increased 
from 15 percent to 20 percent ad valo- 
rem effective from July 24, 1952, ac- 
cording to a Department of National 
Revenue notice designating such prod- 
ucts as being of a class or kind made 
in Canada. 

The commodities affected are corn 
fatty acid, oleic acid, and soya fatty 
acid which have been dutiable at 15 
percent under tariff item 216 as acids 
of a class or kind not produced in Can- 
ada, and diphenylamine and NN di- 
phenyl-p-phenylenediamene, which have 
been dutiable at 15 percent under 208-t 
as chemicals of a class or kind not 
made in Canada. On July 24 they will 
become dutiable at 20 percent under 
item 711. 

The duty-free status of aniline oil 
and cottonseed fatty acid under items 
203 and 280, respectively, will not be 
changed although both of these have 
also been designated as products now 
being made in Canada. 

All of the foregoing chemicals, be- 
cause of the “Made in Canada” ruling, 
will become subject to dumping-duty 
penalties if sold in Canada at less than 
the fair market value in the country 
of export. f 


COLOMBIA... 
Metric System Required 


Precision measuring instruments, 
drawing instrument sets, slide rules, 








squares, rules, triangles, and other me- 
chanical drawing devices, when gradu- 
ated, must be calibrated in the metric 
system or the Colombian Ministry of 
Development will not approve their 
importation into that country. The 
Ministry made this statement to clarify 
a previous announcement (issued May 
8, 1952) forbidding the importation of 
weighing and measuring apparatus not 
having the Ministry’s prior approval. 
Now the Ministry wants it clearly un- 
derstood that any device for weighing 
or measuring, no matter how simple, 
must be marked in the metric system 
before it will be approved for importa- 
tion, 


CUBA ... 
New Agreement With Chile 


A new trade agreement, replacing 
the commercial treaty of 1937 between 
Cuba and Chile, has been made pro- 
visionally effective by decrees issued by 
the Presidents of the two countries. 
Without waiting for ratification, the 
President of Chile made the trade 
agreement provisionally effective for 1 
year beginning March 31, 1952. There- 
upon, Cuba followed suit and on June 
11 made the agreement provisionally 
effective for the same period as a mat- 
ter of reciprocity. 


Inasmuch as both Cuba and Chile are 
members of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, the concessions 
granted in the new trade agreement by 
both countries will be extended to 
United States exports. 


The new agreement provides national 
and most-favored-nation treatment on 
duties and internal taxes and charges 
except in the case of Cuba, the prefer- 
ential advantages granted exclusively to 
the United States and, in the case of 
Chile, concessions granted in the future 
to contiguous countries. An exception 
also is provided for any concessions 
arising from the entry of either country 
into a customs union. 

Duty reductions by Chile cover im- 
ports of henequen; leaf tobacco, 
stemmed or unstemmed, pressed or 
otherwise; cut tobacco, pressed or 
otherwise; cigars; and rum. Cuban duty 
reductions are on malt, chickpeas, gar- 
lic, onions imported from November 15 
to May 31, and red and pink beans 
imported from March 15 to October 31 
up to the global total of 18,100,000 kilo- 
grams, gross weight. The global quota 
will be allocated by countries based on 
the representative period 1935 through 
1950. In addition, no more than 2,250,000 
kilograms of the quota may be imported 
during the periods March 15 through 
March 31 and October 1 through Octo- 
ber 31. 

In addition to the duty reductions in- 
dicated above, each country agrees to 
accord to a specific list of products no 
higher duties or taxes than the minimum 
charged on March 13, 1937, the day of 
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signature of the old Treaty of Com- 
merce and Navigation between the two 
countries. The products specified, when 
imported into Chile, are tobacco and 
its manufactures; raw and refined sug- 
ar; henequen fibre; rope and cordage; 
rum, gin, and other alcoholic beverages; 
rayon thread and cord; and books, ma- 
gazines, and other nonspecified publi- 
cations in the Spanish language. The 
products specified, when imported into 
Cuba, are fermented barley; garlic; 
beans; oats; onions; wines of all types, 
including sparkling, and other alcoholic 
beverages; fresh, dried; or preserved 
fruit; canned fish and shell fish; books, 
magazines, and other unspecified pub- 
lications in the Spanish language; cop- 
per and its manufactures; nitrate for 


industrial and agricultural use; cereals; 
and rice. 


Deduction on Flour Duties 


The deduction of $1.50 per 200-pound 
bag from duties on imports of, wheat 
flour granted by Cuba until July 31, 
1952 (see Foreign Commerce Weekly of 
July 7, 1952) has been limited to im- 
ports of flour from spring wheat by 
decree No. 2020 of June 18, published 
in the Official Gazette of July 9, 1952. 


DENMARK ... 
Agreement With Holland 


A Dan-ish-Netherlands agreement, 
which provides for the exchange be- 
tween the two countries of industrial 
items and some agricultural products 
during the 12-month period beginning 
July 1, 1952, was signed at The Hague 
on May 20. It replaces a similar ex- 
piring agreement, 


DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC ... 


Flour Imports Regulated 


The conditions for the importation of 
the Dominican Republic’s quota of 
wheat flour or wheat under the Inter- 
national Wheat Agreement were defined 
in decree No. 8,366 of June 24, 1952, 
published the following day. An im- 
port license from the Ministry of Econ- 
omy is required. Dominican consular 
offices abroad may not approve ship- 
ment which lack such authority, nor 
may cifstoms authorities at Dominican 
ports permit entry. Any shipments 
arriving without an import license may 
be impounded. Although not essentially 
different from the previous regulations, 
it is understood that these conditions 
will be strictly enforced. 


EGYPT ..- 


Further Controls on Imports 


The National Bank of Egypt has an- 
nounced that, effective June 15: (1) No 
credit will be allowed on import orders 
and (2) import licenses will be re- 
quired for certain categories of goods 
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shipped from countries having no pay- 
ments agreement with Egypt. 


This move was prompted by the 
steadily deteriorating sterling exchange 
position of Egypt. (As of May 15, the 
number 1 sterling balance had shrunk 
to £F£12.5 million from £E23.9 million 
and £F18.7 million on January 1 and 
March 15, 1852, respectively.) 


It had been the practice for Egyptian 
banks to require a cover in Egyptian 
currency of only 10 to 25 percent on 
credits opened for imports from the 
sterling area; this cover must now be 
100 percent. In view of the limited 
credit facilities the banks have to offer, 
most importers, it is believed in Cairo 
business circles, will have difficulty in 
meeting the new requirement. 


FRANCE... 
Minimum Tariff Extended 


Imports from Austria, Peru, and Tur- 
key will benefit by the minimum rates 
of the import tariff in France, Algeria, 
and the French Overseas Departments 
(Guadeloupe, Guiana,. Martinique, and 
Reunion) by a French decree of June 
13, 1952, published in the Journal Offi- 
ciel of June 15. 


This action by the French Govern- 
ment is in implementation of the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) to which Austria, Peru, and 
Turkey are signatories. 


Organic Dyes Again Dutiable 


Import duties were reestablished in 
France on most organic coloring mate- 
rials (import tariff Nos. 591 and 592) 
by an order of June 13, 1952, published 
in the Journal Officiel of June 15. Du- 
ties had been suspended on organic col- 
oring materials since 1944. 


Excepted from the provisions of the 
order are organic coloring materials 
(derived from coal-tar and other) n- 
taining not more than 50 percent of 
water (import tariff Nos. ex 591 C, ex 
591 D, ex 591 H, ex 591 I, ex 591 J, ex 
591 K, ex 591 L, ex 591 M, and ex 591 
QO), which will continue to enter duty- 
free, 


Import Quotas Reduced 


France and Germany (Federal Re- 
public) have agreed temporarily to 
reduce French import quotas in the cur- 
rent Franco-German trade agreement 
by 50 percent. The principal German 
exports reduced by this measure are 
organic coloring materials, chemicals, 
metals and metal products, machine 
tools, tractors, and mechanical and elec- 
trical apparatus. The quotas for Ger- 
man imports of French products remain 
unchanged, and France has undertaken 
actually to increase its deliveries to 
Germany of worked hides and skins, 
foodstuffs, wool fabrics, and certain raw 
materials. 

This temporary arrangement applies 
only to trade during the period April- 
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June 1952. The action was taken be- 
cause of France’s recent balance-of-pay- 
ments difficulties and is expected to 
help France balance its trade with the 
European area. 


FRENCH TOGOLAND ... 
Import Duty Exemptions 


Piston engines for aviation as well as 
fixed and marine engines, reaction pro- 
pellers, and air-engine-driven machinery 
and apparatus were exempted from pay- 
ment of import duty in French Togoland 
by an order of March 13, 1952, published 
in the Journal Officiel. Previously, the 
above items were dutiable at 20 percent 
ad volorem. 


GERMANY 
(FEDERAL REPUBLIC) ... 


Import Rights Broadened 

It now seems likely that the list of 
commodities that may be purchased 
from the United States and other free 
dollar areas by Germanefirms earning 
import rights (see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly of May 19 and 26, 1952) will 
be extended to include coffee, cocoa, 
honey, and possibly lard. Venezuela and 
Mexico will probably be added to the 
list of countries to which this regula- 
tion applies. 


MEXICO ... 
Minerals Require Export Permit 


Certain mineral items were added to 
the list for which a prior export permit 
is required from the Mexican Ministry 
of Economy, by an executive resolution 
published in the Diario Oficial of June 
23 and effective therewith. The follow- 
ing mineral items, with their tariff frac- 
tions, are cited in the resolution: 

Graphite in natural ores or concen- 
trates: 


39-10 Amorphous 


39-11 Crystallized 
Bismuth: 


81-92 Refined 


81-93 In impure bars 

32-21 Cadmium ore concentrates 

32-01 Smelting powders containing 
cadmium 

Molybdenum ore concentrates 

Natural molybdenum ores 

Clays and kaolins, including re- 
fractory 

Vanadium ore concentrates 

Vanadium oxide (V,O,) coming 
from mineral calcination 

Strontium sulphate in natural 
ores, including that in ground 
form 

Mica, in natural state, including 
that in ground form 


Hides Require Import Permit 


Hides, sole leather, and skins were 
added to the list of items requiring a 
prior import permit from the Mexican 
Ministry of Economy, by an executive 
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32-13 
31-15 
30-30 


32-16 
32-24 


39-28 


39-26 





ca A STS: ARON S: SDAP AS SDE ERO 


ee 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


resolution published in the Diario 
Oficial of June 23 and effective there- 
with. The following items, with tariff 
fractions, are included in the resolution. 
1-12-00 Hides or skins, untanned, of 
livestock of. any kind 
1-30-01 Sole leather of any kind, and 
skins tanned without hair, 
over 1 centimeter thick 
1-30-02 Cattle skins, whole, tanned 
without theif hair, weighing 
not over 1 kilogram 500 
grams each, and having over 
0.6 millimeter in thickness 
1-30-09 Skins, tanned without their 
hair, not specified 
1-30-10 Skins, tanned, with their hair, 
of any kind 


PARAGUAY ... 


Free Exchange for Autos 


The Bank of Paraguay has issued 
a number of exchange contracts per- 
mitting the import of automobiles and 
truck chassis with free exchange. Here- 
tofore all commerce was conducted at 
one or the other official rates of 6 and 
9 guaranies to the dollar and the free 
rate was reserved exclusively for non- 
commercial transactions. The Bank's 
action, in response to heavy pressure 
from various sources and the resulting 
scramble for dollars on the black mar- 
ket by would-be automobile importers, 
was largely responsible for the guarani’s 
deterioriation to 40 to the dollar. A 
decree prohibiting the transfer for a 
period of 2 years of any automobiles 
brought in to Paraguay subsequent to 
January 1, 1952, was also announced. 
This decree naturally displaced specu- 
lators, but was warmly received by all 
legitimate end-users. Another decree 
would force the conversion of value 
for the assessment of import duties 
on these automobiles at the official 
free rate of 30 guaranies to the dollar, 
rather than the previous rate of 9 
guaranies, and this measure was ex- 
pected to cost an average of an addi- 
tional 30,000 guaranies per automobile. 


PHILIPPINES ... 
Tobacco Imports Restricted 


Imports of leaf tobacco by cigarette 
and cigar manufacturers are to be re- 
stricted to leaf in its original and un- 
manufactured form, unprocessed beyond 
curing and redrying, according to a 
resolution approved by the Import Con- 
trol Commission and announced in the 
Manila press June 26. Excluded from 
importation will be stemmed, threshed, 
or shredded tobacco, whether or not 
blended and cased; cut or granulated 
tobacco; and completely processed to- 
bacco. 


A resolution requiring cigarette man- 
ufacturers to purchase certain amounts 
of locally grown Virginia-type leaf 
tobacco also has been approved by the 
ICC. Affidavits to the effect that pur- 
chases have been made of locally grown 
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leaf equivalent to at least 10 percent of 
imported leaf consumed during the first 
half of 1952 must be filed by the im- 
porter of Virginia leaf tobacco with 
the import-license application, accord- 
ing to the Manila press, July 3. 


Shipment of Banned Items 


The validity period of import licenses 
and dates of letters of credit should be 
known to United States exporters be- 
fore shipping to the Philippines items 
the importation of which was banned 
as of July 1, 1952. It is essential to es- 
tablish the fact that letters of credit 
were opened within 30 days after is- 
suance of import licenses covering such 
shipments unless specific extensions are 
known to have been granted by the Im- 
port Control Commission (ICC). 

The period of validity of licenses also 
should be definitely determined. The 
usual period is 6 months, but apparently 
in keeping with its announcement on 
June 7 that banned items must leave 
ports of origin by June 30, the ICC re- 
cently has recently validated some 
licenses for banned items only to that 
date. The American Embassy, Manila, 
reports that the June 7 announcement 
was not confirmed by formal resolution 
of the ICC, and it is believed that the 
precautionary measures indicated above 
are necessary to insure entry into the 
Philippines of the items in question. The 
banned items consist of garlic, onions, 
yeast, chocolate candy, peanuts and 
peaunt butter, fodder and feeds, rail- 
road ties, pasteboard boxes, coal fuels, 
glass mirrors, chalk manufacturers, and 
umbrellas except parts thereof. 


Allocation for Imports 


The Central Bank has announced dol- 
lar allocations for imports into the 
Philippines during the second half of 
1952 totaling $160 million. This is $30 
million less than the amount allocated 
for the first half of 1952. 


J&panese Agreement Extended 


Extension through September 30, 1952, 
of the existing trade arrangements with 
Japan was announced by the Philippine 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs in Manila, 
July 1. Effected by an exchange of notes 
between the Philippine Mission in Tokyo 
and the Japanese Foreign Office, the 
extension will perpetuate temporarily 
the trade and financial agreements orig- 
inally entered into in June 1950 between 
SCAP (Supreme Commander for the 
Allied Powers) and the Philippine Gov- 
ernment. 

The Philippine Foreign Secretary has 
indicated that notwithstanding the ex- 
tension a new agreement with Japan 
will have to be negotiated after ratifica- 
tion by the Philippines of the Peace 
Treaty. 


TANGIER .. « 


Jute Yarn, Aluminum Duty-Free 
Temporary duty-free admission of 
aluminum and jute yarn intended for 


Philippine Trade 
Hearings Opened 


The Philippine National Economic 
Council and 15-man committee ap- 
pointed by the President to consider 
revision of the Philippine Trade Act 
of 1946 and the implementing agree- 
ment with U. S. opened public hear- 
ings on June 10 for discussion of items 
to be included in the list of imports 
from the United States for which the 
Philippines may ask continued duty-free 
treatment. 

Among products discussed in June 
were synthetic rubber, newsprint, book 
and wrapping paper, technical and 
scientific textbooks, non-metallic min- 
erals, metal manufactures, electrical 
appliances, and motor vehicles. 

In some instances, notably during dis- 
cussions of metal products, manufactur- 
ing and importing interests presented 
conflicting. views. Industrialists main- 
tained that some items could be manu- 
factured locally in sufficient quantities. 





manufacturing purposes was granted in 
the International Zone of Tangier, by 
laws of May 9, 1952, published in the 
Bulletin Officiel of the International 
Zone of Tangier, May 5. 

To qualify for duty-free entry the 
pure jute yarn must be for the manu+ 
facture of packing fabrics and sacks 
and must weigh at least 50 quintals; 
the aluminum ingots, sheets, strips, 
rolls, disks, or bars specifically im- 
ported for manufacturing aluminum 
articles must weigh at least 10 quin- 
tals. The exports of the latter must 
weigh a minimum of 200 kilograms. 

The exportation of manufactures of 
both jute yarn and aluminum must be 
made within 6 months from the date 
of importation of the raw materials, 


VENEZUELA ... 
Licensing Functions Shifted 


Venezuela’s import licensing will now 
be under the jurisdiction of the Mine 
istry of Development. This shift follows 
abolition of the National Supply Com- 
mission on July 1, 1952, and the transfer 
of all its functions to the Ministry of 
Development. 


Label Regulation Postponed 


The date on which the new Venezue- 
lan labeling regulations for pharmaceu- 
ticals goes into effect has been changed 
from August 1, to December 31, 1952. 
Under the new regulations the retail 
sales price of the product must be 
printed on the original label. The VU. S. 
Embassy in Caracas has been informed 
by an authorized Venezuelan official 
that a sticker label showing the sales 
price also would be accepted. 

(See Foreign Commerce Weekly of 
March 24, 1952, for the original text of 
this regulation.) ' 
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Business Information Service 

The following new releases, published 
by the Office of International Trade, are 
available from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or from the Division of 
Printing Services, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Where 
a price is indicated, remittance should 
accompany the order, The Business In- 
formation Service is also available on a 
subscription basis. The price of Part 2, 
which consists of the releases issued by 
the Office of International Trade, is $5 
a year to domestic subscribers and $6.25 
to foreign. 

Canada — Economic Review, 1951. 
World Trade Series No, 192, April 1952. 
5 pp. 25 cents. 

Chile—Economic Review, 1951. World 
Trade Series No. 194. April 1952. 24 pp. 
25 cents. 

Application of the Import Tariff Sys- 
tera of Colombia, World Trade Series 
No. 195. April 1952. 4 pp. Free. 

Mexico—Economic Review, . 1951. 
World Trade Series No. 196. April 1952. 
19 pp. 20 cents. 

Trading With Japan. 
Series No. 197. 
5 pp. 10 cents. 

Monthly Sterling Dollar Trade Re- 
view, April 1952. May 1952. World 
Trade Series No. 198. 8 pp. 10 cents. 

Liechtenstein—Summary of Basic 
Economic Information. May 1952. World 
Trade Series No, 199. 5 pp. 5 cents. 


World Trade 
Revision of May 1952. 


WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 


Application of Import Tariff System 
International Zone of Tangier. May 
1952. World Trade Series No. 200. 2 pp. 
Free. 


Application of Import Tariff System 
of Spanish Morocco. May 1952. World 
Trade Series No. 201, 2 pp. Free. 


Application of the Import Tariff Sys- 
tem of Madagascar and Dependencies. 
May 1952. World Trade Series No. 202. 
2 pp. Free. 


Application of the Import Tariff Sys- 
tem of French West Africa. May 1952. 
World Trade Series No. 203. 2 pp. Free. 

Peru—Summary of Basic Economic 
Information. May 1952. World Trade 
Series No. 204. 15 pp. 15 cents. 

Application of Import Tariff System 
of Pakistan. June 1952. World Trade 
Series No. 205. 2 pp. Free. 

Patent Licensing Agreements with 
the United Kingdom. May 1952. World 
Trade Series No. 206. 4 pp. 5 cents. 

Sending Gift Packages to Poland. 
May 1952. World Trade Series No. 207. 
9 pp. Free. 

Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi— 
Economic Review, 1951. May 1952. 
World Trade Series No. 208. 11 pp. 15 


.cents. 


Monthly Sterling Dollar Trade Re- 
view, May 1952. June 1952. World Trade 
Series No. 209. 8 pp. 10 cents. 

Italy—Economic Review, 1951. June 
1952. World Trade Series No, 210, 24 
pp. 25 cents. 





U. S. Exporters Need 
Origin Certificate 


U. S. exporters. wishing to ship to 
Colombia products removed from the 
prohibited list by Article 4 of Decree 
No. 402, effective February 15, 1952, 
must obtain a certificate of origin ap- 
proved by the Colombian consul who 
certifies the consular invoice. The cus- 
toms authorities in Colombia will not 
accept the posting of a bond in lieu of 
the certificate of origin, as in the case 
of most other documents, 


The goods covered in Article 4 of 
Decree No. 402 include various wines, 
other fermented beverages, porcelain 
tableware, objects of blown or pressed 
glass, radio receivers, and automobiles 
weighing 1,240 kilograms or less (1 
kilogram=2.2046 pounds). They are 
listed in the Business Information Serv- 
ice World Trade Series No. 178, copies 
of which are available from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce or its field 
offices, at a charge of 10 cents each. 





Peru Relaxes Scrap 
Metal Export Ban 


The Peruvian Government is relaxing 
its prohibition against exports of various 
metals and their alloys in scrap form, 


July 21, 1952 


according to unofficial reports received 
from Lima. It is understood that a Su- 
preme Resolution dated March 14, 1952, 
but as yet unpublished permits resump- 
tion of exports of copper, lead, zinc, and 
their alloys in the form of scrap but 
continues the existing ban on the export 
ef scrap iron, 

The- resolution instituting the prohi- 
bition, dated November 29, 1950, stated 
that the measure was taken to stockpile 
these material for use in the Santa 
Corporation’s steel plant, now in pre- 
liminary stages of construction at Chim- 
bote. (See Foreign Commerce Weekly 
of June 4, 1951, for announcement of the 
prohibition.) 





A CHEMICAL plant at Zagreb, Yugo- 
slavia, plans to produce pectin in quan- 
tities sufficient to meet domestic re- 
quirements, states the foreign press. 





South Africa produced 2,250 tons of 
barytes, 36,795 tons of pyrites, and 
90,215 tons of phosphate rock in 1951. 





Ceylon—Summary of Basic Economic 
Information. World Trade Series No. 
211. 13 pp. 15 cents. 


Establishing a Business in Costa 
Rica. World Trade Series No, 212, 19 
pp. 20 cents. 


Indonesia—Economic Review, 1951. 
World Trade Series No. 213. 17 pp. 
20 cents. 


Turkey—Economic Review, 1951. 
World Trade Series No, 214. 26 pp. 30 
cents. 


Total United States Export and Im- 
port Trade —January-February 1952. 
International Trade Statistics Series, 
April 1952, 10 pp. 10 cents. 


United States Trade With OEEC 
Countries and Other Western Europe 
Annual 1950 and 1951 and Quarterly 
1951. International Trade Statistics 
Series. May 1952. 40 pp. 40 cents, 

United States Trade With Southern, 
Southeastern, and Eastern Asia Annual 
1950 and 1951 and Quarterly 1951. In- 
ternational Trade Statistics Series, May 
1952. 24 pp. 25 cents. 


Total United States Export and Im- 
port Trade—January-March 1952, In- 
ternational Trade Statistics Series. May 
1952. 10 pp. 10 cents. 

United States Trade with Latin 
America—Annual 1950 and 1951 and 
Quarterly 1951. International Trade 
Statistics Series. June 1952. 26 pp. 30 
cents, 
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OIT Heads on Trip 
To South America 


Loring K. Macy, Director of the 


Office of International Trade, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, and George 
Wythe, Director of OIT’s American Re- 
publics Division, have gone to South 
America to discuss inter-American 
trade problems and prospects with offi- 
cials in seven countries. 


The itinerary for their one-month 
trip includes visits to Colombia, Ecua- 
dor, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Brazil, in that order. 


Looking toward the expansion of 
trade and commerce between the South 
American countries and the United 
States, the OIT officials are discussing 
mutual problems and programs with 
U. S. embassy and local authorities in 
each country. 
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Unexpired subscriptions to Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE FIELD SERVICE 


Albuquerque, N. M. 
204 S. 10th St, 


Atlanta 3, Ga. 
86 Forsyth St., N.W. 


Baltimore 2, Md. 
200 E. Lexington St, 


Boston 9, Mass. 
40 Broad St, 


Buffalo 3, N. Y. 
117 Ellicott St, 


Butte, Mont. 
306 Federal Bidg. 


Charleston 4, 8. C. 
Area 2 
Sargeant Jasper Bidg. 


Cheyenne, Wyo. 
308 Federal Office 
Bldg. 


Chicago 1, Ill, 
221 N. La Salle St, 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
105 W. Fourth St. 


Cleveland 14, Ohio 
925 Euclid Ave, 


Dallas 2, Tex. 
1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo. 
142 New Custom 
House 


Detroit 26, Mich. 
1214 Griswold St. 


El Paso, Tex. 
310 San Francisco St. 


Hartford 1, Conn. 
135 High St. 


Houston 2, Tex. 
Fed, Land Bahk Bidg, 


Jacksonville 1, Fla. 
311 W. Monroe St, 


Kansas City 6, Mo. 
903 McGee St. 


Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
112 W. 9th st. 


Louisville 2, Ky. 
631 Federal Bidg. 


Memphis 3, Tenn 
229 Federal Bldg. 


Miami 32, Fla. 
36 N. E, First St. 


Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
207 E. Michigan St. 


Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
607 Marquette Ave. 


Mobile 10, Ala. 
109-13 St. Joseph St. 


New Orleans 12, La. 
333 St. Charles Ave. 


New York 36, N. Y. 
2 West 43rd St. 


Oklahoma City 2, 
Okia. 
114 N. Broadway 


Omaha 2, Nebr. 
403 South 15th St. 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
1015 Chestnut St. 


Phoenix, Ariz. 
311 N. Central Ave. 


Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
717 Liberty Ave, 


Portiand 4, Oreg. 
520 8.W. Morrison St. 


Providence 3, R. I. 
327 Post Office Aunex 


Reno, Nev. 
1479 Wells Ave. 


Richmond, Va. 
400 E. Main St. 


St. Louis 1, Mo. 
1114 Market St. 


Salt Lake City 1, 
Utah 
109 West 2nd St. 3. 


San Francisco 2, 
Calif. 
870 Market St, 


Savannah, Ga 
125-29 Bull St. 


Beattie 4, Wash 
123 U. 8. Court 
House 


For local telephone number, consult 


U. 8S. Government section of phone book. 
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